Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




i 



loo 











-4 




\ 




.."» 



^^'f 



k- ^. > 



Au^ 



.... ^_ 



v- 




tJFON THB FOLLOWING SUBJJlCTs: 

VIZ. 

THE UNRIVALLED EXCELlifiNCY 

OF THE 



^acreti ^ttiijXviXtfiy 



The divme Influences of the Holy Spirit — The glorious Retor- 
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ — The true Nature, Quality, 
and Importance of the Human Soul — The Necessity and 
Benefit of the Sacramental Supper — The Latter Day Glory; 
or, the blessed and superior State of the Church on Earth-<~ 
and the Life of the World to come. 



By the RevO. G. NICHOLSON, 

LATE P2RPSTUAL CURATE OF LITTLE BUDWORTH, 

CHESHIRE* 



3= 



" I am not ashamed of tie iQofpel of Christ : far it' is the 

* to 

power of God unto Salvation to every one thdt believeth,** 

■ i» r. Romans I. 16. 






LOtltlon: 

Printed for the Author, 

BY B. SPRAGO, BOW-STREET, COTENT-GARDXlf ; 

And sold by L. B.Sbiliy, 169, Fleet-Street; T. Hamilton, Pateraosttri 
Row; and Williams & Co. Stationer's-Court, Ludgate-Strect, 

PRICE TEN SHILLINGS IN BOARDS. 



1817. 



TABLj: OF CONTENTS. 



SERMON I. 

The wonderful Construction and Union of 
the Soul and Bo4y of Man, 9. principal ground 
of Divine Thanksgiving, 

From PsaT. cxxxix. 14 — ** I will praiM thee, for I am fearftiUy 
and wonderfully made ; marveUous are jthy works, and ' ihal 
jny spul knoweth right well/' 

SERMON II, III^ 

The Soul of Man cleaving to the Dust, 
elevated and enlivened by the Word of God. 

From Fsal <;xix. 25 — ** My soul cleaveth to the dust, quicken 
J;hou xne according to thy woid*'' 

SERMON IV. 

The Ng^ture and Excellency of the Word 
of God to our Souls. 

Froip John ti. 6^-^'' The words that I speak unto you^ thej 
are spirit and they are life/' 

SERMON V. 

The lai^e upper Room of the Mind of 
Man being sacramentally prepared for Christ's 
Divine Presence and Abode. 

l^om Mark lur. 15 — ^''And he shall shew you a large upper 
room Airnished, there make ready for us/' 



i^ABLB OF CONTBNf 34 



SERMON Vl4 

Irhe lisitter Day Glory ; or, the blessed and 
superior State of the Christian Church on 
Earth. 

From Zech. xiv. 9 — " In that day the Lord shall be King over 
all the earth. In that day there shall be one ix>rd^ and hia 
name one.^^ 

SERMON Vii, Viii. 

I'he ! glorious Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

From Luke xxiv. 3d — ** Behold my hkhds and my feet, that it 
is I myself. Handle me and see^ for a spirit hath not flesh 
ahd bonesy as'ye see.jhe b&ye/' « 

SEHMON IX. 

• * 

The '. Life of the World to zGtx^it. 

Frotn Luke xx. ^6 — ''Neither can they die any more.^' 

SERMON 5C. 

■ On the Holy spirit* 

JFrom John xvi. 14, 15— "He shall glorify me, for he stiall 
' 4P^eeive 4»f niine,.ahd.i^ll'8heV it tmto y^u. AH things that 

the Father hath are mineic Th^):^fore«,said,I«,t)^at ^^ shall 

take of mine and shew it unto you.^' 



THE 

WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION AND UNION 

OF THE 
A PRINCIPAL GROUND OF 

DIVINE THANKSGIVING, 

ILLUSTRATED AND ENFORCED 

IN A 

SERMOIV, 

UPON 

PSALM 139; 14. 

*' / willpraite thee, far I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth 
right welU' 

Preached at HULL, Aug. 2B, 1804. 

BY THE 

REFD. G. NICHOLSON, 

lATB PERPETUAL CURATE OF LITTLE BUDWORTH, 

CHESHIRE. 



LONDON: 

Printed fof the Avthor, by A. Scale, z6o, Tottenham Conrt Itotd, and 
told by L. B. Sedey, 169, Fleet street ; T. Hanilton, Patcmotter-row ; 
aad WiUtamt and Co. Sutloner'a-conrt, Lvdgate street. 

Price Is. 6d. 
' 1817. 



A SERMON. 



PSALM 139, 14. 

*' I vnll praise thee, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; maimelhus are 
thy works, and that my soul knoweth 
right well.'' 

I HAVE often observed, that the great 
duty of man towards God, is thanksgiv- 
ing, which is a most comprehensive, ex- 
alted, and perpetual duty indeed. What- 
ever, therefore, hath a tendency to excite 
this duty in us, who are continually learn- 
ing ahnost all things more perfectly, 
must be of essential use to our souls. 
And what can be a better subject of this 
description, than that of our own very 
formation, construction, and existence ! 
Few reflect upon this as they ought, and 
this is one reason why few give God the 

A 
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glory due unto bis holy name. But, the 
more we do re/lect upon it, the more we 
shall belost in astonishment and adoration, 
at the great things God hath done for us. 
The generality of men, alas ! live with- 
out Gpd in the world, because they for- 
get to praise him, or form a right estima- 
tion of themselves. They pass their time 
mechanically^ like the brute creation, er 
a piece of clock-work, and are more dis- 
posed to murmur at the apparent and oc- 
casional deprivations of the divine good- 
ness, than to dwell upon the angelic and 
rapturous theme, ^'He hath done all things 
well/' And, how often are the defects 
and miseries induced by indolence, lux- 
ury, and spiritua) rebellion, attributed to 
divine love and wisdom ! And thus, the 
great Creator is belied and abused, and 
sometimes his very existence called in 
question, by those very beings of the high- 
est rank, designed and qualified to glorify 
God the best of all others. Thus also, 
are men willing to depreciate and disown 
their sublime faculties and capacities, 
while they are proposing superior laws of 
wisdom to the Most High! Many aire 
brought into such a state, through infernal 



5 



perTersion, as to be ready to curse God 
for tBieir existence, and wish themselves 
out of existence as soon as possible, or at 
least, out of this state of probation and 
preparation ! Such is the madness, blas^ 
phemy, inconsistency, infatuation, and 
delusion, too commonly prevalent in this 
virorld. But, my brethren, let us look out 
for subjects of rejoicing in the God of our 
salvation. He is never imperfect, inatten- 
tive, or absent. Materials are not wanting 
for praising him: and it is our duty, privi- 
ledge, and honour, in time and eternity 
to collect them all together. And as the 
proper study of mankind is man^ by which 
he may ascend to his origin and be con- 
joined with the infinite Creator of all 
things; therefore, let us now exajnine, 
pursue, and apply the doctrine of our text, 
so that we may see its divine harmony 
and use, in making us praise the God that 
made us. *' I will praise thee, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made : marvel- 
lous are thy works, and that my soul 
knoweth right well.^' 

In this divine passage, the praise of God 
is the end intended. The doctrine of 
man's having that spiritual and independ- 
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ent principle of intelligence and life called 
the Son/, is also here evidently discovered, 
and it is by virtue of this alone, that any 
man is [able to contemplate the divine 
workmanship, and is prompted thence to 
adore the divine workman himself. But 
this very soul, and the body too, in which 
it lives for a time, are each in themselves 
respectively an epitomy of the divine 
wonders, above all other things. And, 
what is equally surprising, we have the 
p(ncer of meditating upon our own ex- . 
istence, as well as upon all other things; 
and, the more we meditate, the more we 
are lost in admiration, amongst the laby- 
rinths, iind in the depths of the divine 
wisdom. And what is still more suprising, 
we are not to hesitate on this account, and 
give up such an investigation altogether; 
but rather to hefreqnentlt/ dwelling on it, 
for the great and important purpose of 
glorifying God^ in our bodies^ and in our 
spirits^ which are God's. If we consider 
the doctrine of the text, and of our own 
existence only^ under such a desire and 
impression, to the eternal exclusion of vain 
curiosity and ineffectual speculation, then 
we shall obtain our end, by advancing in 
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ivisdom and love divine, growing more 
like the great original, and be fulfilling his 
intentions, and the order of our existence 
both in earth and heaven^ With these 
views, I now proceed, by divine aid, to 
meditate upon the wonderful power of 
God in creating both the body and the 
soul of man. I will first treat of the hody^ 
because this is most familiar^ and some 
thirik the psalmist meant nothing more. 
But, as the word of God, and man also, 
hath a soul as well . as a body, the latter 
uniformly derived from the former, and 
the soul lasts incomparably longest. I 
shall therefore endeavour, by the divine 
assistance, to act the part of the spirittuil 
and the natural anatomist^ " rightly and 
evangelically dividing the word of truth.'' 
With respect to the body of flesh and 
blood, skin,^bones, tendons, veins, arteries, 
and sinews, this we know, is a most curi- 
ous and wonderful machine, constructed 
by infinite skill, and preserved by infinite 
power. Every vessel, nerve, fibre, liga- 
ture, and membrane, performs its proper 
and respective part, and contributes to 
the harmony, simplicity, and perfection of 
the whole . If we want to analyse and com- 
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prehend minutely the interior causeis of 
every physical operation in this fabric, the 
reflection of Job recurs, and puts us to 
silent awe* and prostrate adoration, and 
with profound humility, it may be for ever 
said, *' Canst thou, by searching, find out 
God ? Canst thou find out the Almighty, to 
perfection/' Therefore, a brief description 
can but be given by the most consummate 
anatomist; and a more brief one still, 
ought to be expected, in a theological 
discourse. And, how mercifully intended 
it is, that we feeU move, and act with all 
freedom, and a perfect insensibility to the 
organization of the bodily system ! For, 
otherwise, we should be afraid to speak, or 
move at all, lest we should put some little 
thing therein out of order. ' 

Now, the human form is arranged ac- 
cording to the form of heaven. Many, va- 
rious, and innumerable are the component 
parts of relative use and subordination. 
Man is so created, that, as to his body, 
he is a little world. All the arcana of the 
world of nature being therein reposited : 
for, whatsoever of arcanum there is in the 
aether and its modifications^ this is repo- 
sited in the ears ; and whatsoever invi- 
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sible thing flows aird acts in the air, this is in 
the organ of smelly where it is perceived; 
and whatsoever invisible thing flows and 
acts iri the waters and fluids, this is in the 
organ of tatse ; also the very changes of 
state are in the sense of touch throughout. 
The most perfect of all forms is the hu- 
man. It is qualified to perform the niost 
important uses, and is an image and like-f 
ness of the adorable Saviour of mankind. 
Therefore, it is fearfully and wonderfully 
made. For it is most exquisitely formed, 
and usefully adapted for the world, state, 
and sphere in which we now stand. The 
laws of nature are regular and infallible ; 
for nature is the established termination 
and ultimate subsistence of the divine 
operations. All diseases and defects are 
from hell ; and health, life, activity, peace, 
and delight are from the Lord alone. 
But secondly, let us proceed to the con* 
templation of the soul^ the better and eter-^ 
nal principle of man, for man is a firo- 
fold and composite being, spiritual and 
natural^ as generally acknowledged, and 
as generally or mper/icially understood 
and believed ; though there are some few 
wiser and better than all the rest, called 
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Socittians, Materialists, Necessitarians, 
Philosophers, Deists, and Atheists, who 
openly deny this. He lives in two worlds, 
the spiritual and the natural. The soul 
flows into the body, and not on the con^ 
trary, for the affections of the mind ap- 
pear in the countenance, the thoughts flow 
into the speech, and the will and under- 
standing into the actions'; therefore, it 
is according to this influence, and the con- 
nection thereby effected, that man lives, 
speaks, and acts. The body depends, 
therefore, entirely upon the soul for ex- 
istence and power ; for how plain is it to 
see, if we are so disposed, that the mate- 
rial body can neither see natural objects 
nor spiritual subjects, and that it is no more 
than, a vehicle organ, or medium of life 
and operation for the soul here below ! 
but extremely intimate and astonishing is 
this union. The body^ like a faithful ser^ 
tant^ instantly obeys its master^ the souly 
and what an attachment there is betweeor 
them, though short at longest, during 
their continuance together! for alas, the 
body must shortly die and return to it» 
dust, and the immortal spirit unto God, 
who gave it! It imperceptibly grows up 
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to maturity, and imperceptibly declines 
towards the grave, and although the ex-^ 
pansion of the mind is gradual also, and 
its faculties Jreqtfentltf seem to be impair^ 
ed by old age ; yet this superior recipient 
of life from God can never be extinguish- 
ed^ for it h spiritual, voluntary/, and intel- 
lectual: It is the breath of the eternal 
Gody an emanation from divinity itself, 
and quite distinct, separate, and inde- 
pendent w^ith respect to the body. Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God ; neither can corruption inherit incor-* 
ruption, but the precious «oul, (whose re- 
demption is therefore also called precious.) 
is capable of ascending upwards to its di-» 
vine parent, in conjunction with him ,and a 
glorified, fuIL and perfect resemblance of 
him. Who can measure the human will 
and the understanding ? who can compute 
the number or extent of our acquisitions 
•^either in natural or divine science ? The 
goul is not subject to the limitations of 
time and space, though more substantial 
than the body, and though circumscribed y 
frequently as to her power of action in 
the ultimates, on many occasions while 
here below. If the body bears the qh^h 
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racters of infinite contrivance and work- 
manship in its nianifold parts, so also 
doth the soul^ which is the primary and 
only source of the body's existence. 
Fearfully and wonderfully is the soul 
made also, when we consider the interior 
and exterior memories of man, in which 

» 

all things that he hath thought^ said, 
done, and acquired, are stored up, and 
from which they are instantly called forth, 
one by one, as occasion requires. When 
we also consider that the will is the source 
of affection, love, acd spiritual ardour, 
and that the understanding is the source 
of thought, light, truth, and wisdom, and 
that the Lord flows into each with all his 
life, glory, and power. What a subject of 
admiration, praise, and adoration is this ! 
So also, is that intermediate principle 
called conscience^ which is the plane or 
ground of the heavenly influences, and* 
which being mercifully insinuated by the 
Lord, renders the possibility of man's re- 
storation to a new will and a new under- 
standing continually predominent to equi- 
librate the natural evil and falsehood of 
his hereditary life. To these reflections 
jnay be added, the various modifications 



13 



of the human min^d, which are manifested 
outwardly in the countenance, and are 
called anger, grief, despair, fear, suspicion, 
joy, expectation, &c- The wonderful 
power of imagination, thought, and de- 
sire, the exuberance of future prospect, 
the love of posthumous renown and our 
perpetual capability of sitting as judges 
over our very selves, by scrutinizing past 
actions, computing the probabilities of 
future conduct, examining our motives 
and the qualities of our states, all which 
is utterly incompatible with a material 
organized machine, soon to be worn 
out, covered over, trod upon, and eter- 
nally forgotten. For, can matter think 
at all ? It may be a medium to assist em- 
body, and manifest the soul's operations 
here, but intellect, reason, science, di- 
vine speculations and excursions, must 
take their rise from God alone, and ex- 
tend forward and above the painful and 
laborious career of threescore years and 
ten. Let us consider also, the wonderful 
combination of ideas, sleeping or awake, 
and the endless ratio of improvement. 
The soul never sleeps at all, in reality, 
though it contents itself with heterogei- 
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neous excursions, called dreams, while 
the body is getting rest, to recruit its 
vigour, for succeeding and additional 
pursuits. And, though the body soon 
grows up to its appointed maturity of 
strength, order and perfection : — How 
different is the case with the mind ? 
Like the mercies of God, which are for 
ever new, so are the diversified improve- 
ments of the mind, both in^ human and 
divine science. The soul travels in paths 
of infinite extent, and swims in that ocean 
which is without a bottom, or a shore. 
It only wants means of excitation and 
assistances i. e. education, for human 
gicience find spiritual illumination in a 
state of humilty and good affection for 
that which is divine. And, in order to 
this, particularly the latter, there are as- 
tonishing unknown means, principles, and 
operations of regenerating the soul, yvliile 
its distinct and independent existence is 
connected with the body, This answers 
to the internal preparations and resolu- 
tions called digestion in the body, and 
indeed, to the continual operations of na- 
ture, or rather the God of nature, to con-i 
tipjie this body in life and motion, Siib- 
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sistence is perpetual existencfe, and regen- 
eration answers to creation. And, as the 
heart and hf/rigs operate together in con* 
nection^ so is there a hke influence, ope- 
ration and connection between the will 
and the understanding, goodness, and 
truth, the states of apparent and genuine 
order, the internal and the external man; 
So that man, both in body and soul ii^ 
'/fearfully and wonderfully made,'' and 
fearfully and wonderfully preserved and 
reinstated by the Lord our God. And, 
^ince the fall of man^ darkness as well asr 
light, eril as well as good, and sickness as' 
Well as health, are each over-ruled, adapt- 
ed, and made subservient in the perpe- 
tual creation and eternal regeneration of 
man; Such being a faint but just de- 
scription of the power, wisdom, and glory 
of the creator, conformably to the doc- 
trine of our text, it remains our essential 
duty to gather wisdom from these con- 
templations, and glorify God in our bo- 
dies, and in our spirits, which are his a^lsov 
How plain is it to see the distinct con- 
nection of body and soul, and of what 
.infinite value the soul is now, arid for 
ever more, whereas, the body shortly 
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droops, dies, and gives up the pursuit of 
human life. And, how essentially neces* 
sary it is to estimate the narrow span of 
our existence here, by taking care of the 
body, for the sake of the soul, and gather- 
ing all the fruit We can, to take with us 
into the eternal world. In order to this, 
remember this address of the Psalmist 
to his Maker. " I will praise thee, for I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made ; mar- 
yellous are thy works, and that my soul 
knoweth right well.'' And, if this you do,* 
you will call upon all that is within you to 
bless his holy name. As a proof of this, 
every thing ea^temalj natural^ corporealj 
and ultimate, will be made subservient, 
and thus the whole man will be dedicated 
to the Lord. In such a casie or state, 
the unmistaken law of nature, religion, 
and revalation, will be followed as God 
hath appointed. The respective func- 
tions and uses of soul and body will be 
fulfilled with humility, temperance, grati- 
tude, and adoration. In this only true 
and proper manner can the divine artificer 
rejoice in his work, and the work itself be 
animated, splendid, useful, and glorious. 
Let us then seriously reflect upon these 
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Bommonj but infinitely, important thiilgs; 
If we form a proper estimate of ourselves, 
of our relationship to God, and of what 
he is doing every day for us^ (I m^an so 
far as it comes within our finite concep- 
tion,) we shall then assuredly be truly 
useful toothers; fill up our station in earth 
and (heaven, and proclaim the praise and 
glory of God in his own communicated 
excellencies i6 all around. 

As eTery thing bears the stamp of divini- 
ty^ and our souls and bodies in particular, 
and as the everlasting Gospel most glori. , 
ously confirms this testimony, by a writ- 
ten language^ let us attend to the evi- 
dence, with all our faculties and powers 
that we may be obedient to the end of 
our creation, and grow wiser and better 
to all eternity. Some secret things God 
hath kept, and will for ever keep to him- 
self. For this grand reason, because they 
never can be necessary nor possible fdr 
us to know ; and, there is a line of order, 
separation, and distinction between the 

« 

life of the infinite Creator and that of 
finite creatures, notwithstanding that 
eonjulK^tion called heaven and eternal 
bliss. ]N^evertheless» we are exhorted to 
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^ gtow in grace, a^d in tlie knowledge of 
Jemk» Chpist out Lqfi), and tp go on to 
perfection/' We are to grow wise untbi 
fialratiott, to examine and know ourselves' 
jeuEid attribute all that] is good and true to the 
Lordalone. The piost eamman blessings, 
if duly reflected on, and improved, are as 
ivonderfulyond >forthy .of divine praise, as 
eootr€UMrdmary and miriiemlous deliver- 
ances. And the duty, of a Christian is 
a daily and perpetual duty. It is also 
a sacrifice or i^ering of the whole ntan 
to the will and disposal of the Lord his 
God. Everyprinciple, faculty, and power, 
every thought, indention, word, and work 
are all due to the honour, praise, and glo- 
ry of the Creator, to whom we are in-r 
debted for all things, natural, {spiritual, 
temporal, and eternal: and we are not 
machhies or automaUyiis^ but living, ra- 
tional, and immortal free agents. Liet us 
therefore praise him, for all his mighty 
acts in creation, redemption, and provi- 
dence towards us. Not merely at stated ; 
intervals, and with sonorous aecents^ but 
by evey thing within us, and without us ; 
By contemplating his mercy, truth, and 
righteousness, studying the laws of bisi 
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4ivine ordier, and bringmg into effect to 
the utmost of our power, whatever appeains 
most suitable, usefal, and universally pro- 
per, to promote hi$ eternal purpose. Let 
us act up to the dignity of our character 
and station, aa wen formed in the image 
iand . likenesa of God. ksAy at ihe same 
time, bow with profound humility before 
themajesty of the infinite God, And though 
body and soul are both impaired by sin^ 
yet as there is a way of restoration and 
eternal salvation for the better part, 
which shall have a spiritual and eternal 
body suitable thereto; let us " not ne-. 
gleet so great salvation,"^ but look to the 
Lord Jesus Christ alone, sincerely deplore 
our past follies and transgressions, stead- 
fastly resolve to be entirely his, for the 
time to come, and by patient continuance 
\n welUdoing, seek for honor, glory, and 
immortality. So ^hall we be redeemed 
from the power of sin, death,; and hell, 
increase in the perceptions of divine 
wisdom, and in the affections of divine 
love ; till the mortal body is no longer 
useful, and till regeneration is finished, 
and exchanged for eternal improvement 
ijj the q^ngelic heavens. And, there we 
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^hall haye irtill cause to sing/ and feel 
the meaning and propriety of, this son'^ 
better than ever we did before. '* I will 
praise thee, for I am fearfully and won- 
derfully made; marvellous are thy works, 
and that my soul knoweth right welL 
That this state of mind may be your's 
and mine, may the Lord grant, forhis name 
and morcy's sake. Amen* 



THE END, 
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SERMON I. 



Psalm, cxjx. 25. 

Mjf sQul cleavelh to the dust: quiekm thou me^ 

according to thy word. 

THESE words contain a confession 
of our state by nature, and a suitable 
prayer to God, for our spiritual and eter* 
nal restoration. And the manner ham 
tliis is to be effected, is also mentioned, 
and is grounded on the divine promise 
made to all who stand in need of it, are 
sensible of it, and are truly desirous of 
it. It is indeed a wonderful and a hu« 
miliating consideration, that the spiritual 
and immortal soul of man with the sub* 
limest faculties and principles, with which 
divinity can endow a created being — 
that such a being as this» should deare 
to the dust! But such by transgression 
and by nature, is now the state of man — 
yea, of the man also who is regenerating. 
And the Lord alone by, and according 
to, his holy tvord^ can quicken, elevate, 
make alive, sanctify, and save our souls. 

B 



Regeneration (blessed be God) is pos* 
sible in t)^is npHufiil wor^^ 9i|d «|ideed no 
where else. And two grand essentials 
on our part are, to know the necessity of 
it, and to appfy earnest fj^ lo Aftm, who alone 
OMi efibet it. Man of himself is contitiVi* 
ally falling; but by tb^ Lord he is as 
continually raised up. He is mercifully 
gifted with an evangelibal perception of 
bis istatie. The Lord is ^t hand to beJp 
Kim. He hath promised to do it. Uis 
divine love and wisdom have found out 
the way. And his holy word is given to 
us, as the grand, continual,' and everlast- 
ing medium of conveyance, for his truth 
and good to us. The same 0ver blessed 
God it is, who first breathed into our 
nostrils the breath of life, and in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being — 
who alone can vivify and restore us from 
a merely natural^ to a spiritual and holy 
lifb. He alone can furnish a remedy 
against the iliordihate and excessive in* 
clination of the mind to terrestrial things, 
which are unworthy of it, and which, 
instead of being the final ends of huinan 
life, are only what they ought to be — 
instruments and servants of present use. 



llierefov^ altbough Qifl* soult cleave to 
ihe 4u$^, yet the hotd, aAoo^ is iable and 
xji^itUtig to quicken m^ aee^ding to hit 
word. 

In diacour^iiig upon these words, I 
Eihall divide them into two parts, viz. 

FiRsr, The confession of our fallen, 
abject, natural depraved state of life, 
avid present condition in this world, as 
hejre represented — ^^ My soul cleaveth to 
the dust/' And 

Secondly, This most suitable, salutary, 
ukd all-sufficient prayer to God, vi2. 
*' Quicken thou me, according to thy 
word/' 

First, Then, as to the introductoryi 
fundamental confession of a sinner, and 
a man in this world : ^^ My soul cleaveth 
to the dust/' 

Now, the soul is the spiritual, }mmate^ 
rial, essential life of man, which can 
never be destroyed, but by the second 
death; and can never be annihilated 
while God exists. For the soul may ;be 
not improperly considered, as the man 
himself, in perfect, human, and subiitan-* 
tial form, which causes the body to have 
that appearance. The souls essence 
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may also foe defined, (originally to be,) 
love and wisdom; font, nevertheless, it 
is only a finite recipient of the divine 
love and divine wisdom of 6od^ the 
infinite Creator. But to be more par^ 
ticular: Love is the primary, essential 
ground of the life of man. * Hence, the 
expression in the text, to cleave, adhere, 
or earnestly incline to, is used. And ^he 
human understanding, may be rather 
described, as the form, appearance, and 
outgoing sphere, or visible, proceeding 
derivation of the will of man; which if in 
evil, (when man is consistent) his under^ 
standing is in falsehood; but if in good, 
his Understanding is in truth. Or, if you 
prefer this phraseology, which comes 
to the same sense, you may say, vice 
and error, immorality and ignorance, or 
lust and folly, instead of evil and false- 
hood : and in the opposite case, you may 
equally put, virtue and intelligence, 
holiness and wisdom, or justice and 
judgment, as synonymous substitutes 
for the two important and fundamental 
qualities, called also in Scripture, good- 
ness and truth. 



The soul of man hath many principles, 
from the infinite attributes of the Lord. 
Hence also the Holy Scriptures have 
several senses, in harmonious connection ; 
and a variety of combinations, relations, 
and duties conspire together, to produce 
unity and perfection. Therefbre, my 
brethren, there are several views of this 
declaration, in the text, my soul cleaveth 
vnto the dust. And 1 v^ill endeavour, in 
distinct order, by divine assistance, to 
open these views now before )rou. 

In the first place, it may be said, the 
soul cleavelli to the dust, with respect 
to the material body^ to which it i^ niost 
intimately joined. For '^ dust this 
lM>dy is, and to dust it must return, 
as it was; but the spirit returns to God 
who gave it.^' This uni<m of soul and 
body, which is the closest we can con-- 
ceive of, is; yetj we all well know, for 
a very short s^aypn here l^lo w. 

.|lt i^alis^o a ifieceftflMir^; and indispensable 
unio|i^^; for the : wisest purposes and 
Ut^i^s. I Bii^t it isr fln union which may 
b€$<mo^t iiUprop^ly loved, valued, and 
perverted.: ! . 

This fo^ cQuplcS, though far : more 
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heterogeweau$ in tbeir natures, ikkWk iron 
and miry clay^ ^^ which/' it is said, ^^ shall 
not cleave one to another:'' seem never- 
thelefiHft, to be linked more closely than 
a H^ded pair. How spontaneonsly 
and concordantly do the soul and body, 
live and act together! not however^ by 
pre-established harmony, bat by that 
order, acecnrding to which,* what ill 
«fpirituali» flows into what is natural, a« 
affection into the countenance, and 
thought into speech. And with resp^Mt 
to the third, and only remaining opitiion, 
on the communication of sottl iwd 
body, fu*ising from the tipparent influence 
of matter over spirit, because we seem 
to derive our ideas from sensible objects 
around us; this opinion, when confirmed 
for a reo/iiy, is utterly false and dread- 
fully erroneous, and amounts to rank 
mtterialiraa and downright atheism. 
For it is utterly contrary to divih^ 
orders holy Seripture, true philosophy, 
taid the very nature of things ; placing 
^e effect before the cause, the Creation 
before the Creator, and the material 
universe before the spiritual and eternal 
kingdom of the Lord. Matter and 
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spirit are totally digtinct in their nature, 
kind, and degree, and have nothing in 
common with each other. Matter can 
never be refined, sublimated, or trans- 
formed into spirit; neither can spirit 
ever be debased, or changed into matter. 
Notwithstanding this, as I said before, 
the Almighty, wise and good creator^ 
hath been pleased to institute an union, 
or communication between them. And 
therefore we find, that what the soul 
wills and thinks, that the body instantly 
performs. For the soul guides, super- 
intends, and takes care of the body ; and 
in return, as the divine poet expresses 
himself, " every life-string bleeds at 
thought of parting.*' Self-preservation 
is the first of nature's laws. And well 
may bodify life be valued, were it only 
on these accounts, viz. that even ap- 
parent dissolution (for death is not a 
real dissolution, or extinction) is dread- 
fully repugnant to nature ; and the con^ 
cerns of eternity in this present one 
and only state of probation, are so 
infinitely important, that nothing can 
stand in competition. But an undue 
attention to these bodies of ours, so as 
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to neglect the better part, by luxiirieft 
of any kind, or by absorbing our spir 
ritual faculties, as if there were no future 
life beyond the grave, — this is superla- 
tively blameable, dangerous and abaurd ; 
but alas I too common $ for tbu« the 
human soul improperly and treache- 
rously cleaveik to the dust. It is proper 
therefore for the soul to take care of 
the body, for the sake of present and 
eternal uses: But altogether improper 
for the soul to take care of the body, 
for the sake of the body ; or the sensual 
earthly life only, to the consequent ne^ 
lect and spiritual destiliction of the 
never dying soul. For> to be carmlfy 
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded^ 
is life and peace. 

But, Secondly^ the soul cleaveth to the 
dust, by cleaving to the natural primeiple. 
For this principle, vi^hen accurately de- 
scribed, is the natural, ultimate, or low* 
est principle of the mind of man in this 
world: for every power, principle and fa- 
culty of the soul dwells, terminates^ 
subsists, and rests therein* For here 
we think and will, in a natural state, 
mode, and sphere; which in comparisOkL 
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with the spiritual and eternal state at 
hearen, is gross, obscure, scattered, 
and thick, like dust. Novr this natural 
degree of the human will and under- 
standing, is not to be confirmed and rested 
in, as if there were no other; — but 
made subservient to our present relations, 
duties and uses, and to the acquisition, 
not the denial and exclusion, of spiritual 
truth, and to an advancement in the 
divine eternal life of evangelical morality. 
So also Thirdly, ought this to be the 
case with worldly y or earthly things. The 
soul is prone to cleave to these with 
excessive attachment, fondness and com- 
placency, though shortly, must we bid 
to them an everlasting adieu. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and we 
can carry nothing out. These things, 
though accounted all and every thing 
by the young, healthy prosperous sinner, 
are like the small dust of the ballance, 
compared with the exceeding weight 
of eternal treasures. The most beau- 
tiful of earthly objects inevitably gather 
dust, and. turn to dust at last. Beauty 
like a flower soon decays. Riches lose 
their proprietors. Health and strength. 
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inevitably tend to sickness and weak- 
ness, old age and death. The love of 
this world unperverted, as our maker's 
creature^ and as our temporary habi- 
tation, is good and useful. But here 
the madness, the folly, the excessive 
danger lies, vizr. in our cleaving to it^ and 
forgetting our eternal inheritance, be- 
yond the grave. For when we shall 
most want the cure, we shall most cer- 
tainly go without it. For to sit loose to 
this world, is the one and only way to 
leave it easily, and to our eternal advan- 
tage. Therefore, 

Fourthly, By dust is signified what 
is damned and infernal; as is the state 
of man thus turned upside down. Hence 
the disciples were commanded to shake 
off the dust of their feet, when they 
departed from a place where they were 
not received, shewing thereby, that thejf 
were liberated, and that evil adheres only 
to them who are in evil. And the inor- 
dinate love of the material body, of 
the natural principle, of sciences and 
pleasures, and of the furniture of this 
world, is all evil and infernal. These 
. are the .things which, wheb cleaved to. 
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by an actual confirmation of heriditary 
evil, instead of being made the repre- 
sentatives and mediums of heaven and 
regeneration, condemn and sink the soul 
to everlasting woe. But, 

Fifthly, the soul, somietimes in scrip- 
ture, and in this passage, hath par- 
ticular respect to the intellectual faculty 
of many which is the primary and general 
medium of regeneration, through our 
reception of divine truth from the word 
of God. Now in the literal, or external 
sense thereof, truths are as it were 
scattered^ and apparently unconnected in many 
places: being comparatively in natural^ 
not in spiritual light ; because in the light 
of this world, predominantly, or speci-- 
fically distinguished. For as it is written 
in the very book itself, " Precept is 
upon precept, line upon line, here a 
little, and there a little.'' The prophe- 
cies appear frequently disfointed, and for 
want of spiritual discernment, which is 
simple, uniform and perfect, and which 
the author of the Scriptures alone can 
give, .some of the dust of the literal 
sense of the word hath gotten into the 
eyes of the Socinians, A rians, Quakers, 
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Roman Catholics, &c. so that they 
caniK)t see the truth, and disagree 
among themselves, and are earthly, 
local, and sectarian, in their ideas. For 
to the natural, figurative, terrestrial re- 
presentatives of heavenly things, in the 
letter of scripture^ our vnderslandings are 
too prone to cleave and to look no farther . 
Whereas, to be truly rational and spi- 
ritual Christians, we should make use of 
the letter, (which is good, proper and 
useful, as the letter,) as a vehicle of ascend* 
ing to the spirit and life of the Lord*s 
word ; or, to that inward, genuine, pure, 
and glorious sense of Scripture, con- 
cerning which, there can be, but cne 
opinion. However, 

Sixthly and Lastly, there is a sense 
of these words. My soul cleaveth to the 
dust; which is not inconsistent with the 
other senses already pointed out, but 
provisional against them^ and which there- 
&>re tends to the immediate connection and 
full accomplishment of this subsequent prayer 
to God, ^^ Quicken thou me according 
to thy word/' For by dust is also sig- 
nified a state of humiliation. And this is 
that state which is a cure for all inordinate 
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attachments, and leads to eternal glory, 
true exaltation, heavenly love, happiness, 
and rest. Interior grief and mourning 
on account of evils, you know, was re- 
presented ,by being clothed in sackcloth and 
ashes. And thus was true contrition 
and repentance, which must precede, 
spiritual regeneration induced. Atni 
without we come into this low and 
abject state before the throne of God^ 
we cannot possibly see our wretched 
and helpless state of sin aright; and 
we cannot see it aright, without humility. 
Nor can we pray to our God aright in 
language such as this in the text ; 
'^ Quicken thou me, according to thy 
word, without the humble conviction 
which goes before it.'' This was our 
second general head of discourse, and I 
must treat it in a way of continual con* 
nection with the ^^aiious senses already 
given of the preceding confe^oni-~ 
my soul cleaveth unto the dust. But tfaiA 
must be reserved for our consideration 
the next opportunity. 

Now to God, the Father j Son, and Holy 
Spirit, Sfc. 
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Psalm, cxix. 25. 

My soul cleave th to the dust : quicken thou mep 
according to thy word. 

HAVING in my former discourse on 
this subject, attended only to the intro- 
ductory confession of the psalmist, "my 
soul cleaveth unto the dust;'' I come 
now, (in order,) to his well adapted 
prayer to God Almighty; in consequence 
of that confession: vT?:, " Quicken thou 
me, acijording to thy word/' Which I 
promised to treat in a way of continual 
connection, with the various distinct but 
united senses 1 have already given of the 
preceding true and just, but lamentable 
and necessary confession: " My soul 
cleaveth unto the dust." 
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For man by nature is fallen to the 
ground. " He is brought into the very 
dust of death.** But by divine mercy, 
and by a new, and a second birth, he 
is made alive to God, as it is written, 
"thou sendest forth thy spirit, and they 
are created: thou renewest the face 
of the earth." And this creator is our 
redeemer and sanctifier also, the true 
God of the word, whom to know is life 
eternal to the soul. And the only way 
for him to quicken us by his quickening 
spirit^ is for us to confess, with continual 
perseverance, that our souls cleave to the 
dust; and beseech him, with continual 
perseverance, to quicken us according to his 
word. Now, to quicken is, to re-animate, 
inspire with life, activity, motion, vigor, 
celerity, and full effect. By nature, we 
are dead in trespasses and sins. We look 
downward S5 instead of upwards. We 
live a merely local, natural, earthly, ex- 
ternal, sensual life, in common with other 
animals, inferior to them in some things, 
and superior to them in others; and 
worse than them in intemperances of 
various kinds. We are too intent upon 
" making provision for the lusts of the 
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fle&h;" aud we are apt to exalt the natural 
principle of the mind, into tbe place of 
the rational and spiritual priaciples; which 
makes so many deists, and half-farmied 
Christians. We cleave to this world 
alone, and thereby to what is damned 
Q.nd infernal; and the literal appearances 
scattered throughout tbe word, we are 
apt to mistake, for primary, genuine^ 
divine truths. Tberefore, we havje need 
to be quickiened, by " the abnighty power 
of God, which the gospel is, to every one 
that belie v^tb/' More especiallj on this 
account: we have a twofold bfe to be 
supportejd. Religion aims at tbe inter- 
nal, radical alteration and improvement 
of the life ofjB^u. Jt cannot literally cure 
old flgc^ uor vanquish death. It cannot 
firive us two heavens. JBut it makes us 
alive to spiritual and heavenly things 
again. It makes the spul cleave to God 
as its chief good; and only to tbe du^t 
for a season^ and a purpose^ in order thereto. 
The word of God i^ the medium of 
quickening our souls. The divine process 
of it is described there. But the expe- 
rience is worth more than tbe c^Bscrip* 
tion. ^nd the great and jw-ecious pro- 
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mises- recorded there, ai^sare us, that 
the Lord is able and willing' to do it, 
if we humbly and' earnestly desire and 
seek it.' 

But, First, with respect to this body, 
t^ which our souls do so intimately cleave, 
the power of Godv by a new and a 
second birth, quickens us. For the soul 
flows into the body ; and when the soul 
is created as it were anew, the body be^ 
comes cheerful, willing, and active, in 
die divine service* The temperance which 
religion prescribes, prevefOs^ or cures^ 
mimy diseases to which the body ia sub- 
ject: and faith, trust, confidence, and hope 
in. God, are the best remedies agidnst 
anger and anxiety, which infest and de*- 
stroy the health, strength, and life of the 
bodtj^^ Not that the body can be regene^ 
ratedy or cease to be an incumbrance before 
deathj to the spirituirf and immortal in- 
habitant; but the excessive attachment 
for the body only, as a rulings final end 
is destroyed, for the greatest possible 
good of the body here, and of the soul 
hereafter; Death ia then^no longer such 
a dreadful sepuration, as it was before ac- 
counted. And the soul is perpetually 
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taking its towering flight towards heaven, 
it's native place. 

Again, Secondly, The natural prin-* 
ciple, by prayer to God, and the power of 
his word, is quickened; because it be- 
comes an inlet, a medium, and an instru* 
mental servant, to spiritual things. It 
stands in its proper place, by it's application 
and obedience. It shuts not out, but readily 
admits, spiritual truth and goodness; and 
is thus sanctified and made holy to the 
Lord. And therefore it acquires the 
clearest perception of all necessary things^ 
and makes the most useful application 
of all things, possible on this side eter* 
nity. . And though death dissolves the 
outward tabernacle, the soul takes with 
k, from the purer substances of nature, 
some fixed continent, or basis, for spiri* 
tual things ;* to continue and perpetuate 
it's future life. And, 

Thirdly, This world, and all things in 
it, are no longer loved for their own sake, 
but for the sake of present, liberal, mu- 
tual, and eternal uses, when the spirit of 
Ood quickens the soul. For this is not 
k's rest. It seeks before all things in 

* See I Cor. xv. 44. 
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point of end, ^' the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness/' And, therefore, 

Fourthly, What is damned and in- 
fernal, is removed far away. For evil, 
which is hell itself, is removed : and all 
evil proceeds from the exaltation and 
confirmation of natural loves, for spiritual 
ones. And, 

Fifthly, Since the soul hath acquired 
spiritual knowledge, and rational percep- 
tion, it ^^ sees wondrous things in the 
divine law/' The genuine truths of 
heaven appear in a divine series, and 
thus the intellectual faculty is prima- 
rily made alive, as it is written : ^^ A new 
heart will I give you ; and a new spirit 
will I put within you/' — i.e. a new will, 
and a. new understanding. And, 

Sixthly, As I said before, a state of 
humiliation prepares the way for all these 
blessed states. This attends on man 
during his present gradual course, and 
to all eternity hereafter. And all this 
must be sought and found by undissenx- 
bled adoration and supplication before, 
the Lord Jesus Christ in his humanity, 
who is the truth, the resurrection, the 
word, and the life eternal. 
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Thtfs* we BTe quickened according ta 
his word — that is, according to divine 
truth, which is the way. For, this 
way is descrihed in the word, and no 
where else! The word is the continual 
medium of salvation. And, again, the Lord 
quickens us, according to his worrf o/'/iro- 
mise^ consolatioti, encouragement, and ex- 
pectation, therein contained. He hathpro-* 
mised to give us life; if we come to him, 
and confess our wretched fallen state. 
Many^ great and precious promises are 
administered, to stir us up to good works 
from even natural, self-interested motives 
of doing them, at first of all-, by the omni- 
potent Redeemer; the infallible witness. 
" His word« are spirit and life to our 
souls.^' The first Adam was made a living 
soul: But the second Adam, the Lord 
firom heaven, was inadB a quickening spi* 
riti And there is no other remedy, for our 
present lov*^, degenerated state, than to 
look to' J^us, to confess our evilsj and 
to pray^ that his word may be efiectually 
applied and blest to our souls. Wherein 
this consists, remains for the application. 

Now; if 'man be not thus quickened by 
the Lord, he-cpntinues grovelling on the 
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eartb, like another animal, till he drops 
into HeWj like a self-destroyed man. 
That is, he follows low, mean, and un-* 
Worthy pursuits, and loses his own soul 
at last for ever. For the soul cannot be 
quickened with heavenly life, when it 
hath left the body. Therefore, it must 
endure the second de^th• The soul is 
the man himself. There is a divine in- 
fluence from God universal and particular^ 
into the soul of man. It is intended to 
cleave to the dust for a season ; and yet 
to be above it, independent of it, and 
eternally separated from it* As to cre«» 
ation, preservation, and regeneration» 
the Lord quickens us, by his holy word 
of truth, life, righteousness, and order. 
By nature we are fallen ; but by divine 
mercy and grace we may stand upright. 
The knowledge of this our perverted 
state — deep humility on that account — 
confession and supplication before the 
Lord, according to the directions, and 
on the foundation of the promises, in his 
holy word — these are the essentials ot 
spiritual and eternal life. And so far 
as these influence our souls, j^o ia,r i^je 
shall keep ourselves disengagal^ as smiqU 
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as possible, from bodily and worldly 
things — knowing, that " we have here no 
tarrying city, and looking for one to come/' 
Not that we are to abdicate the world by 
solitary abstraction — but to follow earthly 
things with an heavenly mind. And re- 
generation begins upon the soul. It is 
an internal, living, experimental opera- 
tiouy gradual and progressive, but sure : 
and death is but a sublime r and more 
glorious continuation of life. Prayer to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the manifested 
God of our salvation, is not a mere con* 
fession of the lips; or an accidental, tran- 
sient application ; but a perpetual, inter- 
nal aspiration, and ascent of the soul. 
Nevertheless, this is inspired, directed, 
and made effectual, by the divine spirit 
in a state of liberty. The soul that cleav- 
eth to the dust, must therefore make use 
of it's immortal powers, by endeavouring 
to rise up, to call upon God, to understand 
the truth, to leave off sinning, and to prac- 
tice what is good. And in proportion as 
this is exemplified, under a persuasion, 
that the Lord is all-sufficient, merciful, 
and gracious, the way of divine order, 
marked out in the word^ and the 
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precious promises thereof, will be re- 
alized also. While the natural life of 
man prevails, his spiritual life is feeble, 
and almost extinct. But as the spi-^ 
ritual life prevails, his natural life is not 
destroyed, but only kept in proper snh- 
jection. The Lord is continually with 
us, by the life, power, and energy of his 
truth and love. He hath shewn ^ us the 
things that belong to our peace.^' All 
our work consists in reaction. And sorely 
we hare great need to make this honest 
and faithful confession, and this spiritual 
all^-prevailing prayer adapted thereto — 
*' My soul cleaveth to the dmt, quicken 
thou me according to thy word.'^ Fol* 
the soul wants new life, and stribngtb, 
and health, and activity, from the Lord. 
Though great are its capadities, they ar^b 
but copad/i^^ still. And iti^ complicated^, 
numerous, and ponderous evils, are ready 
to sink it down to hell. Therefore, says 
the Gospel of the grace of Go^d, « Y^ 
must be born again."' The word of God 
must come with power, and great glory 
to our souls. Christ Jesus must bear our 
spirits up, or we cannot rise above the 
vile, impure, and gross sensualities and 
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lusts of corporeal and worldlj things. 
May this Almighty God of our salvation, 
who hath all power in heaven and earth, 
^< work in us both to will, and to do, of 
his good pleasure, and fulfil all our 
petitions ! '' And this he will do, if Mre 
attend to nis everlasting gospel — rbelieve 
in his holy name — confess our spiri- 
tual poverty and carnal propensities, 
and never cease to plead the glo- 
rious promises, he hath revealed, be- 
fore him. So 'shall we be instructed, con- 
verted, and made alive, to spiritual and 
heavenly things. The jsoul shall riile 
the body, and the body shall be useful 
to the soul* Our work on this earth 
will be carried on, and finished for 
eternity — and soon shall we be prepared 
to meet our blessed Lord, in yonder 
happy skies; drop (as Elijah did his 
mantle) the earthly nQK>rtal part — live 
like ungels in his adorable presence ; 
^^ nor cast one longing, lingering look 
behind." 

Now to God, the Father, Sof$, and Holy 
Spirit i ^c^ 
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John VI. 63. 

jTAe words that I speak unto you^ they are 

spirit^ and they are life. 



THIS deolaratioii of our most blessed 
Lord was occasioned immediately by his 
preceding doctrine concerning the prac^ 
tioability, necessity, and importance of 
our eating his flesh and blood; and it 
was occasioned also by the gross misap* 
{Mrehensions of the Jews on tibat divine 
subject. For they looked no further nor 
higher than this world, which is very 
nearly equal to the religion df Christiana, 
who rely on their ecclesiastical participa* 
tion of the Sacrament for their salvation ; 
and the palpable impossibility of our natu«^ 
rally eatisg the Lord's fleshy and drinking 
his blood, OHght well stare the natur- 
ally minded man in the fiace. But as our 
Saviour declares on twox^ther occasions: 
All thills me possible to him that be>^ 
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lieveth ; and the things which are impos- 
sible with men are possible with God." 

And though the sacramental, or* daily 
participation of Christ's body and blood 
was never intended, either in a strictly 
literal manner, or by way of transnbstair- 
tiation, ^^ yet Heaven and Earth shall 
sooner pass away than the word of God, 
which abideth for ever'' — therefore '*hi» 
words are true and faithful/' And in order 
to our attainment of new spiritual life, 
which truly' deserves the name of Ufa 
here, and of eternal life in Heaven here* 
after, which, is its consequence and 
continuation, wiB mu&t lay hold by faith 
on Christ, feed upon him spiritually, and 
be enabled to copy and apply this lan* 
guage of the great Aposde : ^^ I live ; yet 
not I, but Christ. liveth in me/' As a^nean 
to accomplish this, the very words of oor 
text, which were intended to . giwrd 
against the gross misapprehension of our 
Lord's antecedent doctrine-^I say, these* 
very Words of our text being opened and 
applied to our souls, by God.andMsi, 
will absolutely tend to . accomplish: that^ 
living frpm^ upon, and to the Lord i Jesus 
Christ, upon which our present assd-et^ri^ 



Hftl strength, life/ and happiness depend. 
But when 1 said just now, opened and 
applied to our souls by God and man; 
do not, I beseech you, misapprehend my 
me>aning, as implying, that man has any 
.part, or lot in the matter of justification 
before God, inherent power, or self-suf- 
ficiency, either in whole> or in part; but 
I^ simply meant, that without the instru* 
mentality of ministers and people, toge* 
ther with the exercise of our faculties, 
no useful effect can be expected; and 
much less so great an effect, as our con- 
version and salvation from sin, death, 
and hell, to holiness, life, and Heaven. 

By the Divine assistance, therefore, of 
him, *^in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being," I intend to observe the fol- 
.lowing arrangement 6f our present sub- 
ject: 

First, Christ's words are of a spiritual, 
or theological nature, applying to the 
soul of man, to the heavenly kingdom, and 
to our present holy preparation, for a 
glorious immortality, the free gift of God 
in Christ Jesils— which subjects indeed 
are treated of principally and primarily 
tfiroughout the sacred Scriptures. 
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Secondly : Chrilftt's words are therefore 
** life:'' Since the soul of man must be 
supported, nourished, strengthened, and 
provided for as well as the body. 

Thirdly: Christ's words are here 
justly said to be life : because the word of 
Christ, or the word of God, teaches, re- 
lates to, terminates in, and produces a 
" good life''-r-which life alone truly de- 
serves the name of life^ properly so 
called; which is indeed also practical, 
spirituad^ and eternal life. 

Lastly: Comes the use and applica^ 
tion of the subject, vis. How are we to 
make Christs words thus efficacious to 
ourselves, so that we may experience the 
full truth of the toict, and the full accoia^ 
plishment of it's divine contents- 

^* The words tU^kt I apeak unto you, 
says Christ, " are spirit and life :" not to 
the Jews only, but to the Christians also; 
not to the first disciples of our liOrd, but 
all his disciples in all ages* 

FiHST, then, our Lord declares his 
words to be spirit and life ; because they 
chiefly relate to spiritual, theological, 
a,nd eternal subj^ts. ; ^ 

For every of>« ba» a soul as weU as a 



JMHly . The aoul Itveu for ever. The body 
,it3iu$t shord J die. The word of God is chief'- 
\y for the use of the soul. We are fallen 
from our innocence. We require divine in* 
atruction. The light of reason or of nature, 
m it is called, cannot shew us even this 
"pur sad estate; and much less our remedy, 
recovery, and cure. Hence the necessity; 
4itiportance, and use of a written revela^^ 
ii<m from God to nian — such as we have 
Ifc^Unspeakablepriviledgetoknow. And 
lis God originally breathed into man's nos^ 
trils the iNroatfa of life-; ^d does the same 
tt9Atinttally<; ; so likewise do our souls 
animate our- bodies*^so far in a conmion 
llatural , way ahd manner. But by sin out* 
souls are dead. while diey seem to live. 
Through sin ^' it is appointed unto men 
0llce Jo die."" And aftevdiis oomei»^ Judg- 
ment,"' whJA^h is the second death, to 
,all who die out of Christ; or, which is the 
fwume thing, who are nert alive to God, by a 
QeW and a Mcond birth ; or, which alsd is 
the same, who have not died to sin, and ex- 
perienced a new birth unto righteousnefinsr 
here below, through the word <rf Gdd 
r^eceived in.heart a^d life. 

Which leads m'^inif. the second placid to* 
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sbew, thkt the soul of man must be nou- 
rished, strengthened, provided, satisfied, 
as well as the body. But, alas! how few 
consider this as they ought. Employment 
for the mind is indeed commonly sought 
aftef , and the propriety thereof acknow^- 
ledged. But, what says the scripture? 
^^ Man shall not live by bread alone ; but 
by every word which proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God/' ^^ Labour not for the 
meat that perisheth ; but for that which 
endureth unto everlasting life/' And '' ex* 
cept ye eat the flesh of the son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in yoa."^ 
'\l am the bread of life,'' says Christ, 
^^ which Cometh down from heaven; which 
^^ if a man eat thereof, he shall live for 
*> ever/' .* \- 

The soul of man must therefore spiritually 
feed upon Christ Jesus, with its affections 
and thoughts ; not merely at the sacrament, 
but every day and hour of his life. Henee; 
says the Apostle, ^^ I am cracified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, btit 
Christ within me. And the life which 1 
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 
the son of God, who. loved me, and gave 
bimself for me.'' And again, to every 
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believer — ^* yoii,''' says St. Paul, ^ hath he 
quickened, who were dead ib tregpasses 
and sins/' If yoii ask, who is this that quick- 
ens these dead, lost, undone souls^ I 
answer, in the language of the Gospel^^— 
^^ As the Father quickeneth, so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will." ^^ Christ is the 
resurrection alnd the life, the judge of 
quick and dead.'' And flie spirit of God 
operates, applies, and carries into out- 
ward effect our life, which is hid with 
Christ in 6od. — ^And it is also writteii, 
that " the word of God, or the everlast- 
ing gospel, or the truth, as it is in Jesus," 
made manifest for christian faith to lay 
hold of — this word, gospel, or truth, is 
said to be ^^ the savour of life unto life ; 
or the savour of death unto death." That 
is, according as it is received, or not 
received, in heart and life. And you 
know, our blessed Saviour is called the 
^^ word ;' who, as he created all things in 
that character, so likewise he redeems 
our souls by his divine truth. And as sane, 
tification is perpetual redemption, he 
saith, " now are ye clean, through Ihe word 
that I have spoken unto you.'' And surely 
there is not any more efficacy in Christ « 

c 
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express words, recorded by the Evange- 
lists, than there is in every other part of 
the Bible. For " all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and Is profitable for 
<ioctrine, for reproof correction, and in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may bie perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works/' 

But, thirdly, Christ's tvords are " life;'' 
-because they havb .a practical, or vital 
tendency. For ** Christ came to save 
us fr(m» our sins, not m in our sins — 
He is our example'' " Without holinesl», 
no man shiall «ee the Lord. The law 
is good; and the commandment holy, 
just, and good. 1 know that his com- 
mandment is life everlasting. The grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared unto all men: teaching us to 
deny all ungodliness, and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world." Not one 
single truth is there in the Bible, but 
what is of a moral, pure, holy, practical, 
and vital tendency. The voice of God, 
either in threatenings, or promises, in 
precepts, or examples, in angels, and in 
men, and above all in Christ Jesiis our 
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Lord, calls us all, to true repentance^ 
divine order, and to the living, voluntary 
practice of every virtue, grace, and ex- 
cellence of character : and this^ individual 
and social, personal and relative, devout 
and moral, present and eternal. This, 
indeed, is the end of all religion. ^ TMs 
is the law and the prophets." This is- 
the sum and substance of the gospel. 
^* Christ came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil," this blessed lavr of life, charity, 
faith, . and good works; or, as St. James 
calls it, '* this perfect law of liberty."' 
And ^' if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his." " Depart from 
evil and do good, and dwell lor evermore;'^ 
says the Old Testament:. A*nd'' what says 
the New-^" Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. ** If 
thou wilt enter into Kfe, keep^the com- 

* 

mandments."' These two quotations seem 
contradictory ; but they are- not so. For 
^^ as the body, without the spirit is dead'; 
so faith without works is d<dad ahio.*^ 
Faith and love are, therefore, as insepa- 
rable, as the light and heat of the sun. 

But how say you, am I tc> do this?' 
Hath not Christ " died for our offences. 
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and rose 9gun for bur jjuatificiatiaii?^ 
Will, not ceadip^, hefu^ipg/ lovifig^, 
agtd ftcjknowl^^pg before man, Jesus 
ChrjUt aiMl his Gospel, make me free, 
qr ".a ra»mber of, Obrbt, , a child 
of God, and an inherij;or of the King- 
dom of fjeayen/' Thh brings me to the 
application, or us^ of this mpst important 
sulyect. 

v^U that has been, Mid is '^ true and 
faithful.;' The word of Christ, or of God 
-7-the incarnation of Christ, or of God — 
ar^ either, both, or unitedly, all perfect, 
and all sufficient. But a house full of 
provisions, is nothing, without the using 
them. God hath . conibriv^, done, and 
i^uffered. infinite things on our account* 
V What (says he) could haye been done 
ifiore in my rineyard, that I have not done 
in it V — Read his miirhty acts in the Old 
Testament, and in the New; and witness, 
O Heaven^! and be astonished, O Earth ! at 
the tender m^rcy, the divine loving kind- 
ness of the Lord. £ven the book of God 
can but faintly describe it. ^' For eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither ha^h it 
entered into the heart of man, to con- 
Cfsvet the things which God hath pre- 
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pd^ed tor them that love him.'' And what 
he hath already done, for ub^ be well 
asiured, h iB great a^ what be( hath; f^ro-r 
pw^d, as the future and 0temal' Iso^ 
[Sequence the'reofl' But» Alas! .iii^re* 
re&ding, hearing, and a^ good meimiry; 
Will not be sufficient. - ^^ If ye know 
these things; (says Christ) hitppy; aris 
ye if ye do them. He that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them n^^t^ is 
tike a foolish man who bnilt hisib^nsa. 
upon the sand. But he that heiareth 
and doeth, is like a wise taian, who built 
his house upon a rook. Abide inf me, 
and 1 in you; for I am the vine and ye 
are the branches. He that abidetih in 
me, and I in him, the sam« brings tb 
forth much fruit; for without ine<\ye< 
can do nothing/' But says the Ap€)(St|tf 
Paul, '^I can do all things trough 
Christ who strengthens me.'' > rWbicb 
accords with holy David : " By njy > (?od 
I have run through a troop; anflj.b^ 
my God i have leaped, over a wall.'' f* If 
my words, says Cfarijst, abi({er in-yon; 
you shall ask what you virill, a^d it jshaU 
be done unto < you." Here, tben;js^tfalf 
Christian's te«it, or mark > of'^disotimir 
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nation. This is '*to know the lore of 
Christy which (with respect to other 
people, who Uve without God in the 
world^) doth indeed surpass their knoi/ir- 
ledge/' Ye shall ask what ye will/' 
This shews, first, that we must ask ; 
secondly, that we shall receive; and 
thirdly, that we shall receive whatsoever 
we will. The first is prayer to God ; 
not out of, but in Christ Jesus. The 
second is the accomplishment of his 
promises, and the communication of his 
graces. And the third is, that whatever 
we desire, incline to, love and hanker 
after, shall be given unto us. But is this 
proof of Christ's ^^ words abiding in 
us,"' only of a consequent nature. I an- 
swer, this proof is gradual and progressive^ 
If we wait silently, and indolently, till 
Christ's words abide in us, they will 
never even enter into, much less abide 
in us at all. And, if we refrain from 
asking God's grace, help, and blessing, 
because whatsoever our foolish and 
depraved hearts desire be not given, or 
not immediately given ; it is not a proof 
that God's words are false ; but that 
our belief in them is not true. " Patience 
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must do its perfect work/' Humility 
must be conjoined with assurance. 
Hope must govern doubt and fear. 
Love must grow to maturity; even 
^^the love of God shed abroad in our 
hearts." We must " work out our own 
salvation ;" believing that God is work- 
ing all in us, and by us, to his glory 
and our good. Self-examination must 
produce repentance; repentance, con- 
version ; and conversion, final perse- 
verance. " Christ in you is the hope 
of glory.^' "And if Christ is your's, 
all things are your's." " For in him dwel- 
leth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.'' Come to him therefore now, 
just as ye are. " All things are pos- 
sible to him that belie veth." Throw 
yourself upon him; " for he is faithful, that 
promised." Hinder him not from per- 
forming all his pleasure, by your sins — 
yea, he will take even these away. 
'^ Receive with meekness, the engrafted^ 
[not the superficial, unreceived,] word, which 
is able to save your souls.'' And say 
with St. Peter, with your heart, and life, 
mouth, and expression, throughout all 
" the changes and chances of this mortal 
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life/' which will constitute an habit, you 
will never leave off in heaven — '^ Lord to 
whom shall we go — ^Thou hast the words 
of eternal life!'* 

Now to Ood, the Father , San and Hofy 
Ghosty ^c. 
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A SERMON. 



MARIi XIV. 15. 

« 

Jlfid he will shew yau a large upper room 
furnished and prepared: there^ make 
ready for us,^ 

Saint Peter observes that *^no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any jprwafe interpretation/* 
The Lord spake according to representa- 
tion, or in parabolical and figurative Ian- 
guagej and everything camie to pass in 
his incarnate progress, according to divine 
Providence, Therefore, even historical 
circumstances in the Word, are recorded 
for our spiritual instruction and experimen- 
tal application. Far fetched expositions, 
incongruous comparisons, flints of fancy, 
and enthusiastic conjectures, are to be 

^ Many years afieir writing this Sermon, the Author wiis 
wett pleased to foA, Mr. Biil^i^^ e^^nalion of the jhoib 
pa3Bage,. perfectly analogous to his own, though apparently 
irariegateJ, or 4i?emfied«. 



avoided. But. even these would do us no 
harmy should divine truth and eternal tise 
govern the excursions iof nwelty^Bud in^ 
genuity. But the doctrine of analogy, which 
is a language and a science of celestial 
eactractian, stands not instich a predicament. 
It is orderly, ii)fallible, useful, rational, and 
divine. It is comprehensible, yet mysteri* 
ous; ad^^pted to. the apprehension of the 
natural man, and also to that of the spi« 
ritual man. It is therefore suited to the 
progressive order of human instruction^ 
and leads to the Lord and heaven, in the 
most diversified, pleasing, and effectual 
manner. And as religion is generally es-* 
teemed the dryest subject of all others, it 
is necessary to give it all the colouring 
which the pencil of divine inspiration hath 
most richly and copiously enabled us to 
give it. Being so important , we cannot too . 
o/l(en contemplate the subject; being so 
extensive^ we cannot too critically and va^ 
riously pursue it : and thus perpetual in-^ 
struction will be converted into perpetual 
confirmation. 

Under the impression of these considera-^ 
tions, I humbly solicit your^ attention to 
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the words before us, which form a part of 
that short piece of most sacred, solemn, 
and pathetic history, relative to our Lord's 
institution of his last supper with his dis- 
ieiples, before his crucifixion. This account 
\A providentially similar to that in the 19th 
of Luke, concerning two disciples being 
sent to unloose a colt for the Lord to ride 
ivpon into Jerusalem, to which I can only 
refer you now, and proceed to explain the 
text, in the Jive following propositions ^ viz. 

First;— What is represented by a room^ 
as here mentioned. Secondly.* -It was 
a large room. THiB!i>i.Y.--It was aii upper 
room. FouETHLY.--It was furnished and 
prepared. And,FiFTHLY.— The Lord says 
there make ready for ns. - 

First, then, a room is here and else « 
where mentioned, --because, places repre- 
sent states, as what is natural or external, 
represents, what is spiritual or internal; 
and all things in the universe represent 
Qnan. Aroom^ therefore, as it is a place of 
reception and abode, so also it sigmfies a 
spiritual state of reception. Hence it is 
said, there was no room for the Lord in 
the inn,, at 'his nativity; because, he came 
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to his own and his own received him Thot. 
and he wm despised and, r^ecied of men* 
jEIenqe also it is said| that ^^ t^eson of man 
hath not where to lay his head-" Seme, 
however, did receive him^ and make way 
for his coming, presence^ and abode^ as i§ 
evident from the text and other passages^ 
both in an external and an internal sense. 

Again : In the parable of the great sup.^ 
per; when the servant Jiad obeyed his 
master's commands, in going into the 
streets and lanes, and bringing in thepoor^^ 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind ; the 
servant said, ^ML«ord, it is done^ as thou 
^ast copimanded, and yet there is room.' ^ 

By room^ therefore, is signified, the same 
as by house ^ viz. a place, or state of recep** 
tion; and consequently heaven and the mind 
of man, which is the room wherein th^ 
^rd delights to dwell. Hence it is said, 
^^ the kingdom of God is within you; '* and 
it is also said expressly, in several places^ / 
^ * that the Lord dwelleth in us.' ' To repre-^ 
sent and confirm this residence, all rooms, 
houses, and tabernacles, were made. The 
Lord dwells in every man, otherwise man 
£ould not exist ; but \uiless man affection: 
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utely consents y wetcomes the keavenfy guest] 
removes impediments^ and thus reciprocal- 
ly verifies the acfcnowledgemeirt of the 
Psalmist^ ^^ Lord thou hast been our dweU 
Ung place in all generations/' we cannot 
be said to be consecrated temples and 
holy habitatioifi for the Divine Spirit. 

The Lord is omnipresenty and not con<^ 
fined to place i and when his universal pre- 
l^ence in space^ and in the mind of man^ 
is ackiiowfedged and adored by us^ then 
\fpe find '^ apartictilafr and acceptable placd 
for the mighty God of Jacob/' 

The reason why the mind of man ii 
compared to a room, is, because thtf 
Lord alone is Iffe iii himse^. We are only 
receivers. Our will-princijde receives hi* 
divine love, our imderstanding hie divined 
wisdom; and as no other subject, place, 
or being can do MnSj therefore inan is the 
higheiSt object of divine care, and th^ 
Lord continually applies himself to his 
reception; as it is written, **thus saith the 
Lord, heaven is my throne and the earth 
is my footstool : Where is the house that 
ye build tiuto me ? And where is the place 
ofmyt*e»t? ti'or all those tfaingi^ hath mine 
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hand made^ and all those things have 
been, saith the IxH^d : But to this man will 
I look, even to him, that is poor and of a 
€ontrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 
Behold,' I stand at the door and knock, 
and if any man hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and sap 
with him, and he with me. "' But, 

Secondly, A large room is mentioned^ in 
my text; for the room I have 'been speakixig 
of is large indeed ! « The iniBnite God h^th 
planned and constructed it; it is adapted^ to 
the noblest; exalted, ^ and most esctenoEve 
purposes, ^ as already mentioned. Surely it 
must be a laj^e room to contain the King 
of Glory, with all his divine attributes; 
qualities, and perfections; and, behold, 
such is the mmd of every human bemg he 
hath ' ^ ereated in his image and likeness. ' ' 
Hence, we are endowed with the most ca- 
pacious desires, faculties, and inclinations ; 
they are boundless and immeasurable ; the 
extent of human genius, thought, and vo* 
lition, is of an endless, increasing nature. 
No other termination, no other inferiority, 
no other linntation can be prescribed, but 
what the difference of infinite; and finite 
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lurth sttrsigned: thus inmiortal man wm 
created^ and hath not long existed. But 
iHothiBg but the fuUness of the 
Creator isan satisfy his desires and 
^h his eiiartence. This perhaps is lAie 
hesty as well as the shortest accxyimt we can 
^Ye ; ail other comparisons between infi- 
nite 4md finite are presumptuous and ia^ 
effeetuaL But still the recipient most be 
capable of receiving what he is created to 
receive; viz. the divine love and nnsdnm of 
his God^ And these are most extemivey 
beeaoae they comprehend and inchide every 
perfec^n, beauty^ beatitude^ and de^fat/ 
All power^ g^ory , and excellence is insep^*^ 
rdbly attached to these two universals of 
the grille existence and communications. 
What attairaaents in sd^ice^ what acqui- 
sitions in spiribial wisd>m^ what imjHrove* 
XEkents in virtue andholiness^ is the soul of 
man capable of realizing; and tibecefore 
the vohime of nature, of revelation, and 
of^vinewisdoin^ is exceeding large. ^^Tbe 
commandment of Godis exceeding broad;" 
l^eaven is moat extensive; and the Psalmist 
pca^^sto have hk heart enlari^d, orpu* 
ixfied frote 1^ nocDDwness dt sd^-lovcy and 
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partiality, iaccordingly ; ajid in reference t<» 
bi&v defiverance from the anxiety and 
straitness^ of affliction^ and to his. being 
restored to a state of liberty ^ ^^ he praises 
theLordfor settmg \m feet m a large 
place^ . or roonu' ' But, - * - 

Thibbly, It is said in the te^ by the 
Lord to his disciples, in reference to the 
man and his house^ where they were to eat 
the passoyer , - * ^ ^ he shaU shew you a laige 
upper xooja.'^ 

The mind of man may be rationally 
and scripturally compared to an house; 
which is divided ii^o several distinct 
apartments^ The Lord uniformly enters 
into the supreme, or inmost part of 
every man, giving him Ufe and all its 
foculties. But this may be the case when 
all the superior degrees of man's mind are 
shut against tl^e Lord, and only one, viz^ 
the fMtural degree is opened; therefore 
such an i^er room as this the Lord dwella 
in, when man is not with him, but against 
him, whereas the Lord wishes his disd^ 
pies to eat the pa^sover together with him, 
in the large upper room; that is,— the 
Lord wishes, all: the spiritual affections and 
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thoughts of the soul to be dedicated unto 
him alone ; he wishes to reign mpremel^ 
in us without a rivals and to be the subject 
of all our enquiries and pursuits; he Wdnts 
to preside with mild and gentle sway over 
all our faculties and powers. He must 
have the upper room, or none, in reality; 
and when he has the upper room, he has 
all the others; for if the Lord dwells not. 
in the high and holy place ^ and his name lA 
not accounted holy by us, in heart and life, 
some other chief object, ruling love, or 
prevailing principte hath usinped his place. 
But, if he is loved above all things, if he 
is thus in the upper rdom, and We are 
with him, thefi all the lower rooms are at 
his service and disposal, down to the ulti* 
matey sensual ^ and corporeal principles of 
UfCy order y or reception; for what is uppers- 
most in the mind, in man, and in the 
world, governs and superintends what is 
lower^ but not in a reversed situation o^ 
order ; and in like manner what is inniost 
flows into and directs -what is external ; 
but a contrary or order of things is utterly 
impossible. And as the holy supper, or the 
fi^hristian passover, is the highest, most 



W.m^ ..■«». 



rfytaM^ii 



12 

saored^ and hcdy of all wor8liip;<^«st8 it is 
most eictensive in its uses, and brings us 
nearest to the Lord and heaven, --^therefore 
it was celebrated in the large upper room, 
furnished and preparedy which was our 
Fourth particular to be attended to. 

This I believe is the only occasum in the 
word, where mention is made of a roofn 
furnished. But in the 12th of Matthew, we 
read of an house ^^ empty swept andguraish^ 
^d/* into which, it is said, ^Uhe undean 
spirit, after havmg gone out of a man, 
returns/" But both these two contrary ex- 
pressions are to be undais^tood according 
to the respective subjects whereof they 
are predicated, and in this sort of way^ 
viz. that the human mind is furnished with 
evil and falsehood, when destitute of good- 
ness and truth ; and on the contrary, it is 
destitute of evil and falsehood, wh^ifiir- 
nished with goodness and truth. For the 
human mind is not a vacuuniy but a plenum; 
it is not void, but /te//, like the universe 
of created nature. A room, or an house, 
may be empty ^ with respect to furniture, but 
the mind must be funiished with some* 
lliing for, or against, the Lord. Subjects 
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of meditation must employ the thoughts, 
objects of delight must engage the affecr 
tions ; and the man is either preparu^, or 
prepared^ for the society of devils, and for 
his eternal abode in hell ; or else, as the 
apostle says, he is ^^ a man of God, truly 
perfect, being thoroughly furnished unto 
every good work/^ 

Now, the large upper room I have been 
speaking of, must be famished and pre-< 
pai^, in order to the presence of the 
Lord, and the communion of his disciples, 
or angels ; and consequently, in order to 
the institution, or celebration of the holy 
supper therein. All things necessary, use- 
fid, and conducive, must be procured and 
arranged for such a divine occasion; I 
mean sptrituaUy^ as well as naturalfyy in ^ 
temally^ as weU as eodernally. Ail lumber 
and rubbish must be cleared out of the 
way ; all contsradiction, inconsistency, and 
hostile «imity, must flee before the pre*, 
sence of the heavenly guest He comes to 
celebrate a feast of love, to distribute and 
participate with us the influences, as wefi 
as tiie symbols, of his divine love and wis-*^ 
dom. Therefore our house must be pmt 
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in order; our state of rec^tioh must be 
prepared and qualified; or the King of 
Glory, the divine bridegroom, tlie master 
of the feast, cannot enter in. If our minds 
are furnished principally with hatred, re- 
venge, pride, lust, or covetousness, thea 
we must get such things removed off the 
premises as soon as possible, by striving 
against them, with all the ardour of desire, 
the energy of prayer, the sincerity of mo* 
tive, and all the humility of soul we can at 
present collect together. The Lord rejects 
us not, nor disdains our house, because 
we have sinned; but he says, ^^ I will plead 
with thee, because thou sayest, I have not 
sinned J' - He does not expect to find us 
rich in divme things, or in natural ones ; he 
only wants a preparation for his reception. 
^^ He despises not the day of small things,'* 
or the- humble contrite smner. All the fur- 
niture he requires in the house, are the dis- 
positions of acknowledgment and desire ^ for 
i^e first allows his glory, grace, and good*- 
ness, and our own unworthiness ; and the 
last powerfully attracts him into the upper 
roomy there to abid6 with us fpr ever, 
Which leads me to the 
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. IFiPTH, and last proposition f^^^lAcli Wa» 
to speak a few words on the concluding 
passage of the text^ where the Lord com-^ 
manded his disciples^ saymg^ ^^ there make 
reo/Ay fw tis^ 

This is the work he hath likewise given ns 
to do ; and as the Lord and his angels are mu- 
tually and constantly attendant upon man 
without the walls^ till we let them in^ 
therefore it is ab§K)lutely necessary for us 
to make ready before they can come in, 
sit down^ and communicate with us atone 
table; and we are all furnished wAh the 
meanfii of so d^ing; for every one of us^ 
high or low^ rich, <n* poor, learned, or un^ 
learned, have the large upper room 1 have 
been speaking of, for the Lord's reception ; 
and he gives us all the means of procuring 
the necessary furniture, agreably to the 
Apostle's doctrine in the epistle to the He- 
brews, iQ illustration of the text, our Lord 
send his disciples, angels, or ministering 
spirits before his face; for these are thus in* 
strumsntally concerned in out* regeneration ; 
and as. they receive their commission im- 
mediately from the Lord, so the minister 
of the gospel receiyes mediately his il- 



Ipoiun^tion for the benefit of Im people. 
In consequence of tlmy I am enabled to 
shew you where the {daoe is, which \» suit^ 
able and iodispensible for the Lord's pre- 
sence in you, that the external ordinance 
may be salutary and effectual. 

The Lord, it is said, i«evious to the text, 
and in other eases, sent forth two of hia 
4iscip}es,. because his divine lave and wis- 
dom were about to be symbolically repre* 
j^egit^ and dispensed, and aiso becana^e 
the wiU and uoderstanding must both be 
mgaged in making ready lor the Lord^ 
who hath made all things, ready fw tea. 
The above two divine principles or quali*'- 
ties he .sends, forth before \m fa^e^ as he 
did Me oftk^ to find out a resting place. 
But this cannot be accom^^shed witjiout 
we exercise our yoluntary affections and 
tn^e//e<ffm/ thoughti^, that ti^ may also i&e 
prepared^ as a bride adorned for her has- 
hand. This preparatioi^ consisteth is an 
humble and willing mind to receive tisie 
Lord, similar to that whkh the Mfaer of 
the ehild^ demonstrated in the gospid^ 
before the l4)rd healed it, when he said,. 
JjOf^f. I believes kelp thou mine unbeliefs 



Or to that^ which the centurion nfiimfested^ 
TTheh he said, ^^Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou shouldst cotne under my rodf/' 
Therefore,— In conclui»ion,--Let me apply 
this subjei^ home to your hearts, in a short 
Recapitulation. 

The gueBt chamber we find, to be that 
large upper room designed for the Lord to 
dweU hi, and to fiilly dispense the mani- 
festations of his truth and love, called the 
mmd of Man. It also signifies heaven, to 
which our present stiate is preparatory 
and introductory. External things are 
only so far useful as they represent, and 
lead to, spiritual ones. We must here give 
the Lord the largest upper room we have^ 
or he cannot dwell with us, make us such 
as he would have us to be, and finally 
raise us up into his eternal kingdom. We 
must love him above all things, live to 
him alone, and dedicate every principle 
and faculty of our souls to his glory and 
service. The divhie order and eiid of our 
creation must be accomplished, and the 
Lordmust dwell as in his own house. ^ ^ He 
hath done all things well" for us. We have 
nothing but what we have received from 
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him; he only wants vb to make a proper 
use of our talents and possessions^. that he 
may impart more^ and give us that eternal 
heaven of delights which his presence alone 
can bestow. But he cannot force his love 
upon us, inthout our concurrence; h^ 
reqiures a voluntary, free admission ; he 
gives us all the. means of furnishing the 
house for his abode; he only wants us 
to provide and prep^ire for his coming, in 
the best .manner we can; yea he is with 
us now, with all his divine love and wisdom. 
We only want eyes to see him, and hearts 
to love and adore him. And though many 
a useless log, a false . friend, a desperate 
enemy, an impediment of opposition, and 
an instrument of usurpation, we may have 
taken into our house, which should be also 
hisy so that it is almost become a den of 
thieves^ pr desolate of proper furniture, or 
inhabitants, <-*yet he is ready, he is willing 
to pass by and excuse all this, if we will 
* ^ only acknowlec^ our iniquities, ' ' be sorry 
for our sins, be desirous to be delivered 
from them, and be sincerely willing to 
render unto the Lord, the things that be 
his due, for the time to come. Therefore 
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let not any thing that I have said, or shall 
ever say, keep back a single soul from the 
altar of the Lord Jesus, or from making 
ready for him, so simply, easily, efficaci- 
ously, and delightfully as he requires. 
Do nothing rashly ^ but deliberately; but 
linger not too long in a business which is 
of the highest importance, which is withm 
your power, and which ought to be done 
as soon as possible. 

Let us therefore reflect on these things, 
make up our minds on the subject, and 
from henceforth resolve to admit none but 
the Lord alone into the upper room, or 
inner chamber of our minds, that we may 
partake of his life, holiness, andblessedness, 
be nourished and established in our souls, 
be associated With his holy angels, and 
finally enter into that happy, blessed, and 
glorious habitation, that large upper room 
in our father's house above, which he is 
gone to prepare for us, 
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A SERMON 



ZECH, XIV, 9. 

^nd the JLwd shall be king over all the 
earth : In that, day there shall be one 
Lordf and his name One. 

The sacred writings of divine inspiration, 
revealed to the rational mind of man^ 
supply him with the most effectual account 
of things past, present , and to come. The 
source of every evil and error in the world, 
is thus ascertained, and the most ample 
remedy, ^e can wish for, promised in 
due time. 

Now, it is one of the jdainest ai^dmost 
important facts, ^^ that there is but one 
Qod ; that he is the supreme governor 
among the nations ; and that he is the sq^ne 
yesterday, to day, and for ever. '" And 
yet Idolatry^ both natural and 9piHtua/f 



visible and invisible^ hath eclipsed^ set a* 
side^ and almost abolished this^ in the per- 
ception of mankind. Si^h being the case, 
it hathfollowed of course, that this univer- 
sal and'great commandment of Jehovah 
God, ^ ^ Thou shalt have no other Gods but 
me, '* requires stiQ to be explained and en- 
forced ; and also that Pharaoh's question, 
*^ who is the Lord? *' hath been involved 
in deep and long continued obscurity: For, 
indeed, the Being of a God, his indivisible 
unity, supreme sovereignty, and unchang-^ 
able perfection, are all most closely and 
ini^parably connected with the identical 
personal character, form, and substantial 
appearance of that God to angels an^ 
men. And the Revelation of this latter, 
sets the former in a fiill, clear, fixed, and 
unquestionable light, for ever. 

The knowledge of the Lord, who hath 
ci^eated, and doth preserve our souls and 
bodies, by his infinite love, wisdom, and 
power, is certainly tke highest, and most 
important knowledge for us to know* It 
absolutely includes the very sum total; 
both in doctfine and in life. For, in pro-^ 
portion to the defect of tMs knowledge, or 
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to the corrupt fahi^aiion of Scripture 
on this subject, b31 error and evil have been 
produpeS. All the diversity of folly, ini 
consistency, superstition, blasphemy and 
madness, in the understanding, will, and 
life of man, is to be attribtited solely to 
the want of uniformity and agreement in 
sentiment, with respect to the one true 
God; for He is the maker, huiiband, bro^ 
ther; friend, and father of us all; And be 
it also well attended to, that the end of all 
our knowledge is, tliat we may be the 
better for it ; or that we may become wi- 
lier, happier, more useful and spiritual sub- 
jects of him who is emphatically declared 
to be,' ^> The King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. " He who is well instructed toho 
iuhe Lord is, most easily perceives what the 
Lord is. The sacred scriptures abun- 
dantly tell us both these two things, and 
they equally tell us, that ^^ God is owe, that 
God is love; and that he is the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever: *' 

Divine knoT^ledge is that to which all 
other knowledge ought to be subservient; 
because it applies to God, heaven, ano-^ 
tiller and abetter world, and the spiritual 



^and eternal life <^ the ratiooAl and immor-* 
tal soul^ which is thsd; precious an4 
glorious principle and essence pf our li£s 
which was created m the hnage and like, 
nets of the infinite and eternal God himself* 
And of divine knowledge/ the true know^r 
ledge of the Lord/(as I said before) is 
the first and chief. And so extensive and 
effectual is this, that* it applies to every 
power, principle, and faculty of inan<* 
Jndeed it is most true, that the qcknow* 
ledgement of the liord, according to the 
undefiled, or unperverted meaning of his 
holy word, which supremely testifies of him 
alone, includes the whole of evangelical 
religion, spiritual wisdom, and angelic 
perfection. But then this acknowledge*- 
ment must be vital, practical, and expef* 
rjmental^ as well as doctrinal, speculative, 
and intellectual. Therefore, 

Since regenerationy like creation also, 
is a gradual work, this great and supreme 
knowledge and acknowledgement^ must 
likewise be progressively acquired: For 
it was necessary for the first disciples to 
l>elieve their master to be the Son of God, 
before th^y believed him to be God «l9i9. 
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it IS necessary for us first to believe itt 
our Lord's first advent, before we can pos- 
sibly be brought to believe in his second 
Advent : It is necessary for us first to be- 
lieve in the divine authority of Revela- 
tion, before we can befieve in the truths 
which it contains. And it is necessary for 
us to know the Lord with our understand- 
ing, l3efore we become thereby more in- 
timately acquainted with him in heart, 
will, and life. Nevertheless, in proportion 
as this knowledge and acknowledgment of 
the Lord is attained, our own natural, ac- 
cursed, and extravagant self-love of do- 
minion, our hatred and contempt of others, 
and in a word, idolatry in all its princi* 
pies, forms, and derivations, together with 
every irregular elevation and improper 
direction of the life of man, must yield, 
submit to, and obey ^^ the Lord our righ- 
teousness. '* And when this is our happy 
ease, then profound huniility, intellectual 
diseemment, divine order, practical useful- 
ness, bUssetemal, add ^^ the honor that 
comeflrfrom God only, " wMch is the great 
and exclusive reward, to which, by his di- 
vine mercy and fi^ee grace, we are entitled. 
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will be the blessed, glorious, and inestima- 
ble substitutes, consequences, or effiects. 

Now, in order to accomplish this, ^* tke 
scriptures of truth, which are ableto njiake 
us wise unto salvation, tlu'oughfaith which is 
in Christ Jesus, " are expressly and peculi- 
arly adapted. Every dispensation of;diviiie 
mercy, grace, and providence,, poijits to 
the same glorious and almighty eod. The 
ipanifestatipns of spiritual light from hea- 
ven have been progressive , so that *' the 
glory of the latter house, has always been 
greater than the glory of the.fprjner house^ 
saith the Lord of hosts/' Anew,, final, 
consummate, and eternal dispex^sation i» 
predicted, described, and promised : And 
the more clear and distinct divine ttuth i» 
made manifest, and fuUy and extensively 
apprehended, and especially the know- 
ledge of him who is the essential truths 
whose name is called the I^ord of Gody 
so much the more will divine order, har- 
mony, love, and peace, abound and pre- 
vail in the world ; or, in other words, in 
proportion as ^* the kingdom of God shall 
come, his will shall be done on earth w 
it is in heaven. '' For the spiritual and 



eternal regeneration of man^ is the end a£ 
every scripture prophecy, precept, md 
doctrine ; and in no other way cbx\ these 
sublime, significant, and peculiar words of 
our text be fulfilled : '' The Lord ^b^l be 
King over all the earth ; in that day there 
shall be one Lord [ Jehovah] and his imms 



one. '' 



; Now, on the face of these most itri-*^ 
portant words, it may be observed, tibat 
it seems highly proper, iff^sonable, and 
necessary^ that the Lord, and no other,, 
should be king over all the earth, One 
Lord, and his name One. Fcm!,. he wh<) 
is kuig and Lord of heaven^ must 
be king and Lord of ih© eerth also. 
For heaven and earth are inseparably 
connected together, and the di^inixie influ- 
ence hath continual respect to things 
spiritual and rmtural; and it was not 
. without foundation said, by the great and 
renowned hermetic philosopher, ' ^ that all 
things io heaven were upon earth, in a 
terrestial manner ; and that all things on 
earth wcare in heaven in a celestid one : '' 
It also appears evident from our text, 
that it coniams and eaohihits a prediction 
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of something /i/jfure, special, and particu" 
lari 9nd of such a blessed and glorious 
nature^ as was never really and absolutely 
Accomplished before. And it is likewise to 
be noted, that the Lord like divine truths 
justice, and order, is unchangeable ,and 
eternal* He was theref(»*e, ^ ever one and 
the same Lord God of heaven and earth 
*'from everlasting to everlasting, world 
without end.'' He was, is, and shall be, 
the great, the supreme, the^only king,. es- 
sentially and truly so called : There was 
a time when this was acknowledged, before 
^' men sought out many inventions, built 
the Tower ot Babel, and made Gods to 
themselves, which were no Gods." This 
declination from the one true God, beget- 
ting, accompanying, and foUowing, divine 
rivalship and competition, in the mind of 
man, was gradual and progressive. So 
likewise must the recovery and restora^ 
Hon be, of that long lost, glorious, and 
happy state. That the text was not fulfilled 
at our Lord's first coming in the flesh, is 
most essentially evident, without a demon- 
stration. Hiat this, and similar prophecies 
are now futfUlingy but not fulfilled, is 
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almost equally evident. ^ But still much 
more remains to be done, for notwithstand- 
ingthie wonderful and unprecedented propa- 
gation and extension of scripture knowledge 
which marks and exalts the present age, 
it is manifest that professing christians 
are not finally and fully agreed, either in 
in their judgenipnts or in their lives, to 
serve and worship the one true and only 
God. For divine truth is divine truth ; 
it is like its author, simple, one, perfect, 
and unchangeable. And this truth must 
be somewhere. And this truth is not 
yet generally, or universally received ; for 
it is very remarkable, in the verses preced- 
ing the text, it is said, ^ ^ There shall be 
one day, knoMH to Jehovah, not day, nor 
night: but it shall come to pass, that at 
evening time it shaU be lighV^ And it is 
uniformly and everlastingly true, that, 
^^ where sin abounds, grace shall much 
more abound.'' There is a central pomt, ter- 
miiiaticm, and completion, of all preceding 
dispensations to be expected, when it is 
said, ' ^ m those days shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never 
be destroyed, for it shall break in piecesi 
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and snbdiie allformer kingdoms, but it skali 
s^nd for ever/' Therefore, there must be a 
new, final, and eternal dispensation of divine 
light and love ; and the grand essential cha*^ 
racterlstic thereof, must be the true, fuU, 
dn-ect, and universal knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of the Lord. ^^For the 
knowledge of the Lord '' (it is written,) 
" shaU cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea/' So that it shall be revealed to 
the rational understanding of every chris- 
tian, imprinted on his heart, and made 
manifest in his life, speech, and actions, 
with unequivocal consistency and prevail- 
ing uniformity, that ^ ^ the Lord is king over 
all the earth, that there is one Lord, and 
his name One/' 

But as this expectation, prediction^ 
and promise, descriptive of the christian 
church * in the latter days, does not rest 
upon this single prophecy , nor upon those 
few other piDphecies aheady adduced, 
permit me now to present to your most 
particular attention, an additional and more 
copious selection out of the manifold and 

» 
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numerous variety on the same subje^ la 
the oracles of God. The following appeat 
to me to be peculiarly striking, conclusive, 
and appropriate to our present purpose : 
viz. *^ Unto us a child is bom, unto us a 
son is given^ and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called, the Wonderful Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace, And of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be 
no end." And in the Revelations it is said, 
* ' Hallelujah ! for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth: and he hath taken to himself 
his great power, and henceforth he shaD 
reign for ever and ever.'' And again^ 
*^ Great and marvellous are thy works> 
O Lord God Almighty, just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of Saints; who shall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorifythyname, 
for thou only art holy? Wherefore, all 
bations shall com^ and worship before 
thee, for thy judgments aremademanifest.'' 
And in another plaee^, ^^ Now is come sal^ 
vation and strength, and the lungdom ot 
our God, and the power of his Christ : f<MP 
the accuser of our iMrethren is cast down. 
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which accused them brfore our God day 
and night/' Also in the 11th chapter of 
this same prophetic book of the New Tes- 
tament^ we read the following sublime and 
glorious proclamation, ^ ^ The kingdoms of 
the world are become the kingdoms of 
the Lord and of his Christ, and henceforth, 
HE shall reign for ever and ever/! And in 
the 85th Psalm, it is spiritually predicted, 
that, '' Truth shallspring out of the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven/' Again, in the prophet Isaiah, 
^^ The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain, saith the Lord. The light 
of the nioon shall be as the light of the 
sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven- 
fold as the light of seven days, in the day 
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound. Behold I create new heavens ^ 
and a new earth; and the former shall not 
be remembered, nor come into mind. But 
be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create : Fpr behQld I create Jeru-^ 
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salem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.'* 
And again, it is thus written, in the Reve- 
lation of St. John, ^^ I saw another angel 
flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel, to preach unto them that 
. dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, ; and tongue, and people, 
saying with a loud voice^ fear God, and 
give glory to him; for the hour of his judg- 
ment is come, and worship him that made 
heaven and earth, and the sea^ and the 
fountains of waters/* To the same purpose 
it is thus written in the prophet Daniel : 
** Thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, 
but they shall not cleave one to another, 
and in those days shall the God of heaven 
set up a kiiigdom which shall liever be 
destroyed, it shall break in pieces and con- 
sume all these kingdoms, but itishall staiid 
for ever. I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, one like the son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given liim 
dommion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations, and languages should 
serve Mm: His dominion is ah everlasting 
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domiiiion which shall not pass away, and / 
his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed/' 

Again^ it is written in the prophet 
Ezekiel, ^VThus saith the Lord God, be- 
hold I will take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own laiid. And I will 
nake them one nation in the land upon 
tib^ mountains of Israel: And one king 
shall be king to them all. And they shall 
be no more two nations, neither shall tibiey 
be divided into two kingdoms any merer 
^t all. Neither shall they defile themselves 
any more with their idols, nor with their 
^testable things, nor with any of their' 
transgressions ; but I will save them out 
of all their dwelling places, wherein they 
have sinned, and I will cleanse th^m: so 
shall they be my people, and I will he their 
God/^ And in the prophet Jeremiah, 
* ^ They shall no more teach every man his 
neighbour, saying, know ye the Lord, for 
they all shall know me from the least to the 
greatest/' And again in the New Testar 
ment, our Saviour says, ^^ I have many 
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things to say unto you, but ye cannot hear 
them now. But the time cometh, when I 
will no more speak unto you in parables, 
but / will shew you plainly of the father. 
I Jesus am the Bright and Morning Star, 
and the Spirit and the Bride say, come : 
and he said^ I come quickly: Amen: Even 
so come. Lord Jesus. To Jesus Christ be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. He 
is alpha and omega, the beginning and 
the ending; the first and the last; who 
is, who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty/' And again, it is said, ^^ there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. I will turn to them 
a pure Up and a pure language, and they 
shaU serve me with one consent. The 
lofky looks of man shall be humbled, and 
the haughtiness of man shall be bowed 
down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day, I am Jehovah, that is my 
name, and my glory will I not give to 
another. Before me there was no God 
formed, neither shall there be after me: 
I know not any. I am God, and there is 
none else, a just God and a Saviour, and 
there is none besides me. Look unto me 
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and be ye saved, aU the ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and there is none else. 
The Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in 
judgment, and God that is holy^ shall be 
sanctified in righteousness. To the only 
wise God our Saviour be glory and majes- 
ty, dominion and power, now and for ever. 
Amen/' And in the Revelations, speaking 
of the latter day glory, it is said, that 
^^ Christ's people shall reign with him a 
thousand years/' And again, in John^ 
^^ In that day, ye shall know, that the fe- 
ther is in me and I in him. Whatsoever 
ye shaU ask the father in my name, he will 
give it you, that the father may be glorified 
in the son. Hitherto ye have asked 
nothing in my name r if y^ ^^k any thing 
in my name, I will do it. When the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send^into you from the lather, he shall 
bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. He shall 
glorify me ; for he shall take of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you." Lastly, it is writ- 
ten, ^^Thus saith the Lord the king of 
Israel, and his redeemer, the Lord i>t 
Hosts, I am the first and the last, and 
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besides me there is no God, Saviour, nor 
Jledeemer. Hear O Israel, the Lord, our 
God, is one God. There is one God, and 
ther« is none other than he. He that hath 
seen me, hath seen the father. I and the 
father are one/' 

Now, my dear brethren, is it not most 
plain, clear, and obvious, that these texts 
and prophecies, which are only few out oif 
many, are all to be taken in connection 
together ? Is it not equally certain, true, 
and important, that these prophecies were 
fulfilled, neither at our Lord's incarnation, 
nor at the effusion of the Holy Ghost on the 
Apostles at the day of Pentecost? Nor can 
it possibly be pretended, or apprehended, 
that when the mediatorialkingdom of Christ 
as alluded to, in l^st Corinthians, 15. 28, 
should be given up to God the feather, that 
God might be all in all ; that this single, 
solitary passage apparently against the 
foregoing and a thousand more, in the 
same divine, unerring book, only means 
the obliteration of Christ's divinity, pow- 
er, and perfections, and the final de- 
struction of the doctrine of the trinity of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and that 
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oiily one God, the father, unclothed with 
humanity, invisible and unapproachable, 
and incomprehensible, shall reign, and be 
worshipped by all angels and men, as well 
as Socinians, Arians, Jews, and Unita- 
rians? Is not God unchangeably the same ? 
If there ever was a divine trinity, there 
must ever be a divine trinity. Have I not 
demonstrated in this discourse already, 
which is not professedly on the godhead 
of the redeemer, that Christ is God, and 
that God is Christ ? And since in Christ 
dwelleth all the fullness of the godhead, 
bodily, and God hath exalted him above 
all things and persons in heaven and earth, 
therefore the father must be visible, ap*- 
proachable, and adorable in the face of 
the son, for ever and ever. 

The passages, therefore, which I have 
cited, and a multitude of others taken in con? 
nection with themselves, and with our text, 
prove to a demonstration, that God is one, 
and no more ; that there is in him a divine 
trinity in unity, and a divine unity in trini^ 
ty ; that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
christian's God^ judge, and king, and 
God over all, blessed for ever ; the king 
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of kings^ and Lord of lords ; that the holy 
spuit shall be poured out, in the latter 
days beyond all former dispensations, and 
received by christians, to the promotion of 
the unity of the faith, the bond of perfect- 
ness, the establishment of peace, love, 
and every good; that our Lord's humanity 
was glorified by his incarnation, and 
should be revealed more completely, after- 
wards, and aU for the spiritual and eternal 
salvation of mankind ; and that the true 
knowledge and acknowledgment of the 
Lord, in doctrine and in life, are the whole 
sum and substance of true heavenly reli- 
^on, restored by the second Adam, 
notwithstanding it was lost by the first. 

Therefore, I conclude from the text, 
&c. that divinity and humanity are indivi- 
sibly, wonderfully, gloriously, and conspi- 
cuously united, in his adorable person. 
Consequently, he is able to save our 
souls and to sympathize with our bodies ; 
'^ all power is given unto him in heaven 
and in earth. He is the judge of quick and 
dead. AU that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice and come forth j they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life, 



and tliiey that have done evil unto the 
resuifectioii of damnation/^ 

The earthy in holy s<»ipture, signifies 
the church, which is the Lord's heaven in 
this natural worid ; for here is the church 
militant, but there is the church triumphant. 
The Lord is called king also, from his 
di\dne trath, as is evident from his own 
words to Pilate, *^ Forthisend was I bom, 
that I should bear witness imto the truth, 
&c/* Therefore, the Lord's church, and 
the dispemation of his divine truth, are 
meant in our text. 

The name of the XiOrd, at which every 
knee shall bow, implies his divine qualitiei^^ 
attributes, and perfections, which are ma^ 
ny , wherefore he hath so many names ; but 
h^ his name being One, is signified unity 
of human reception and sentiment, instead 
of division and confusion, as heretofore^ 
The name o{ the Lord implies his quality, 
or all that by which he is manifested, distin* 
guished, known, worshipped, and adoredi 
in earth aild heftven ; concerning which, it 
is eiqprei^ly written, without a metaphor, 
^^ that his name is above every name, and 
,tl^t thereisno otherioixae under heaven 
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given among m^n^ whereby we can be' 
saved/' For, ^ ^ being in the form of God, he 
thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God, but being foimd in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross ; 
wherefore also, God hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name, that is above 
every name, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and tlnngs under the earth, that 
at his name, every knee should bow, and 
every tongue should confess, that Jesus' 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the fa« 
ther. ^ ^The name of Jesus, therefore, s^ni- 
fieantly imports the humanity which he as- 
sumed and glorified,/br us meuy and for our 
salvation. For without the Lord had come 
in our nature, no flesh could have been 
saved; nor could the everlasting &theF 
have been rendered visible and apprehen- 
sible in the son bom in time : which most 
wonderful and glorious event has neces^ 
sarily occasioned all the apparent conjfiision, 
inconsistency, irregularity, and contradic- 
tion, which have been falsely ^* turned by 
some to their own destruction, *' by *^ deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them;" and con- 
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verted by others^ as it ought to be^ to the 
present and eternal exercise andglorification: 
of the christian's. faith and love between 
God and his soul for ever. There is, there-' 
fore, one Lord and his name One, because 
God is one and no more. There is a divine 
trinity; but not a trinity of Gods of different y 
or similar essences and properties. There 
is also an human trinity of soul, body, and 
Operation in man. There are essence, form, 
and colour^ also pdour^ or exhalation, in 
plants^ and m all things throughout the 
universe; 'Vthat God might never leave 
himself without a witness.'' Heat, light, 
and attraction; or fire, light, and motion, 
may equally exemplify and illustrate^ but 
neither men nor angels can ever explain, 
the infinite, holy, blessed, and divine 
trinity in the one true God. But if there 
were more than one God, we might as 
well suppose five hundred, as two, and the 
universe could not exist, or subsist. In 
Uke manner, there is only one king in a 
kingdom : for more than one would dis- 
^ct it, but one may preserve it in unity : 
In like manner also, it is according to divine 
order, among christians, for there to be 



only one husband to one wife. And in 
every aociety, a president, general, govern- 
or, or leader, represents the head of the 
human body, in comparison with the mem- 
bers, &e. For every society resembles, 
as it were, one man, bot|i in a civil and 
eccl^iastical point of view, and hence, the 
members of Christ's Church, are mystically 
said, to be ^^ members of his body, of his 
flesh, and of his bones/' And since the 
divinity of our Lord fills and constitutes 
heaven^ therefore the heavenly Jeru- 
salem is said, in the Revelations, to be 
computed ^* after the measure of a man,, 
that is^ of an angel. " 

Now, since ' ' there is one Lord, one 
fSaith, one baptism," the Bible is one. And 
* the old and new testament harmonize 
together, in proclaiming, that God ever 
appeared, and is spoken of under an human 
form, before the incarnation, and that Jesus 
Christ was in the form of God, and m the 
form of man also, after the incarnation, or 
the first coming of ^^the second Adam, 
who was the Lord fit)m heaven/' We 
find) likewise, that the essence of God is 
pure, unchai^able, universal, everlasting 

n 
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love. And '*one thing is needful, '' and 
that is^ to believe on him, serve Mm, and 
worship him, ^^ in spirit and in truth, '' in 
doctrine and in life, for ever. 

But this hath not been always done. 
^ ' Darkness hath covered the earth, and 
gross darkness the people : The abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate, is still set up in 
the holy place. *' Popery and sectarianism 
continue to ' ^ lord it over God's heritage, ' ' 
and to say, *Hhe temple of the Lord are 
we* '* The saviour's divinity is underva- 
lued, denied, and despised, both by Jews 
and Christians, so called. * ' Iniquity hath 
abounded, '' (as was predicted by the 
Lord at his first advent,) and the love of 
many hath waxed cold.'' Genuine, evan- 
gelic, apostolic truth, hath been tarnished, 
blended, and intermixed. In short, the 
love of dominion, the love of this world, 
and the pride of self-derived intelligence, 
or of human science and sagacity of intel- 
lect, have entered, and contaminated the 
Lord's Church. 

These are the causesy not ft-om God, 
but from hell, and from man's e^vdl nature, 
through .which, the prophfecy in th« text, 
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and the other prophecies therewith coir^ 
neeted, were not fulfilled before, and 
which opeirate, to make it indispensably 
necessary, for them now to be fu^U 
ling. And 

In proportion to their fulfillment, divine 
truth, and its ever blessed train of graces, 
Tnll in&lUbly . influenee, govern, and pre- 

and faculty of man, both in body and 
soul, in his life, thoughts, words, and 
addons : he will be under one sovereign 
ruler. ^' His eye will be single, and his 
whole body wUl be fWl of fight. "" For 
then, we shall have only one end in viewy 
viz, the harmony, nseftilness, peace, de^ 
light, and prosperity, of the whole. Tbi« 
divine principle of aetion once flowed, 
and now flows, and will for ever flow, in 
the Lord's chureh and kingdoiQ, in eaxth 
and heaven, from ow supreme Acknow- 
ledgemeut of the L^ord 9 whose infinite 
and immutable love bieatbes aUter, and 
pronQotes oiur mutual, apmtual, and eter* 
nal good. And, 

The only leason why the Lord rdgus 
ovt» heav^i and earthr, is, that be may 
reign in the mind of man;^ andlbe adored. 
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exalted, and glorified by him; and this 
again, because no otherwise, can our rati- 
onal wisdom, solid happiness, and eternal 
glory, be secured. 

From what has now been said, therefore^ 
it appears, that the knowledge of the one 
true and living God, hath been lost, or 
perverted, through evil inventions, blind 
traditions and absurd falsifications, of men, 
but is now verging, through the accom- 
pUshment of the old and new testament 
prophecies, to a plenary and everlasting 
restoration. It is also manifest, that Christ 
is the head of the church ; ■ * by the mystery 
of his holy incaraation, by his holy nativity 
and drcumcision ; by his baptism, fasting, 
and temptation ; by bis agony and bloody 
sweat ; by his cross and passion ; by his 
precious death and burial ; by his glcmous 
resurrection and ascension ; and by the 
coming of the holy ^ost. '' 

And further, we may learn from the text, 
and many other passages, that the nature 
of our God is one, viz. universal, infinite, 
and eternal love ; and that he . is ^ ^ the 
sarnie yesterday, to day, and for ever,'' 
whatever men mq,y think, or say,^ experit 
ence, or pursue. 
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: This knowledge of the Lord^ when from 
bemg merely intellectual^ it becomes also 
e3q)eiimentaly fulfils the spiritual mean- 
ing of our text. Because the true acknow- 
ledgement of the Lord, enters like a soul 
into the whole system of theology. It 
opens heaven to the soul. It constitutes 
gospel religion. It forms and establishes 
the church. It promotes love, unanimity, 
and harmony in the world. And enables 
us to understand, admire, and practice, 
every other communicable divine truth of 
God's word, in a liberal and rational man- 
ner. But the great question is, whether 
the Lord our God is king over all the earth,- 
wilii respect to eack of us individually, or 
not.'^ Does his divine truth and righteous- 
ness influence, engage, and direct our 
internal man, that is, all our thoughts and 
affections, and produce their corresponding 
image and effect in our external man, in 
our life, speech, and actions.^ 

Is the Lord our supreme object ? Is the 
love of dominioh exchanged for the love 
of doing good: Pride, for humihty, and 
self-love for christian charity, humanity, 
sympathy, comnus&rati<Hi, and ^^ the love 
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of all them, who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity." And thus is our name 
One, Or no more than one simple, entire^ 
blessed, heavenly quality, like the Lord's 
name, that being written upon us in ever- 
lasting diaracters ? What is it, my brethren, 
but the breach of the first oommmandment, 
makes us break all the other command- 
mentfii ? What is it that hinders us from 
acknowledging the hotd aright? Is it 
prejudice, fear, shame, human authority, 
tradition, obstinacy, pride, unbelief,: a 
worldly minded spirit, fashionable example^ 
hypocrisy, or any thing else ? Why do not 
all, as well as wme professing christiaiis, 
wholly beUeve, and thoroughly adaiow- 
ledge, that, ^' in Jesus Christ dwelkth all 
the fijllness of the godhead, bodily?'' 
Why, my dear brethren, it is not the Lord's 
&ult, that, we carmotall answer theseques* 
tions to Q\xr satisfaction. But it is because, 
like obstinate Jews, Infidels, ArianSi Soci^ 
pimiSi and half-formed christians, the pre- 
cioiis truths of God's word aSed; us not as 
they ou^t to do. . It is because our base, 
stubborn, and iiomly wilk^ are at variance 
withtibeir spirifTial and holy admonitions* 
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But, nevertheless, ^^ where sm abounds, 
grace shall much more abound." It is 
said, that *^ they shall make war with the 
lamb, but the lamb shall overcome them, 
FOB, or BECAUSE, he is Lord of Lords, and 
King of Kings/' And this appKes to hid 
friends^ as well as his enemies. The Lord 
shall be acknowledged with increasing 
effect. For, * * of the increase of his govern- 
ment aad peace there shall be no end.'^ 

Let us, therefore, see that we are of 
that blessed number, ^ ^ who count all things 
but loss, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.'' Let us 
'* search the scriptures," with repeated 
diligence : for ** the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy," and the spirit of 
prophecy, as it may be equally translated, 
is the testimony of Jesus. Let us never 
separate any more, the two capital essen- 
tials of eternal life and salvation, which 
are faUh and charity y and whidi Christ 
^' hath joined together." Let '^ th^ word 
of Christ dwell in you plenteously in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another, with psalms and hynms, and spi- 
ritual songs, singing with grace in your 
heaits unto the Lord." 
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Thus shiall we be truly, though never 
sufficiently thankful^ for the inestunable 
blessmgs and privileges of the gosp^ 
revelation ; which will otherwise rise up in 
judgment against us for non-improvement. 
For, '^ how shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation ?'' At the same time, we 
shall ever use the utmost charity, forbear- 
ance, patience, and humility, accommoda^ 
tion . and condescension, which is most: 
characteristic of the christian temper and 
doctrine. 

In short, love to God and man will be the 
best and surest proof, that we belong to 
Christ, and that the text is already accom- 
plished, or accomplishing, in the souls of 
all them, who cultivate and demonstrate^ 
those simple, sublime, and efficacious qua- 
lities. . But take especial notice, that all 
our affections must be consecrated to the 
Lord alone ; that the glory of his name, 
and the progress of his kingdom, may be 
our chief delight. And suffer me to repeat 
it, that the more exalted, manifold, and 
particular, the divine truths we know ; so 
much the more exemplary, pure, simple, 
and faithful ought to be the life we live : 
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which if not so, we do not really and en- 
tirely believe them. For he who knows 
the Lord the best, loves him most, and 
resembles him the most completely. And 
in proportion as this is the case, divisions, 
distractions, and animosities, will subside. 
Divine prophecy wiU be accompHshed : 
spiritual regeneration will be understood, 
and experienced : the christian church 
will flourish and be extended : ' * the word of 
God will be glorified :" and the natural, as 
well as the spiritual, order and prosperity of 
the world, will be established. 

To such a blessed state, let us look for- 
ward with faith and hope, and endeavour 
to attain in our own individ/ual^ respective ^ 
and relative capacities, which is our only 
present duty, through the infinite mercy, 
grace, wisdom and power of our God : 
saying, from the inmost ground of our 
hearts, and earnestly breathing alter its 
eternal consummation, ^ ^ come Lord Jesus 
come quickly. Thou art worthy to receive 
glory and honor and power ; for thou only 
art he that doest wonders, thou art God 
alone. '' Amen. 
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SERMON i. 



On Luke xxiv. 39. 









;')' ' , ^ t . M. ^ ^'^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . • » 



** Be^6ld my Hande and my Feet^ that it is I mydelf: liandle 
tlife; and see; for a Spirit hath not Flesh andBon^b^ as ye 
.. see me have/' 

Thb only Idea w6 can form of the Lord' 
oter Gkid, must arise from the internal, 
perception implanted in every man by 
Creation*; or froni the written ' revelation' 
he^ hath" given of himself; ot from the 
nalntey ^orderi and -process of oiir i^piritnal 
rbgeneratifcnoy which id the beM £mbletn^ 
ctf ithe' glorification of Ghrist'ft' ttiiffiaiiity, 
super-^eminently signified by M$ Resi^r^ 
reetiok. , • . j 

~ AUftbesevimited^ihediaiiii^'of Spiritttal 
I-nCftrnlation, ai^e perfectly ^c^nsii$tetat 'ii^ith > 
the^'^JForm of. \Q63i in which^^ (w* 'are 
t^avghf lo'believ^ ftnr Bedeem^r wsls, fMift ^ 

aU^eternity. iL>^3'^^^^^^7 '^^ fi^^ 
that whatever ocdnsi^nal' mi^ifestati^fitri 



the Deity hath ever made of himself to 
mankind, he iiath always adopted the 
human Form, either ^r^fn^egipwlt^twelyy 
hy an Angel, whom he filled with his 
Spirit, under the Old^ Testmfient Dis- 
pensation, or actually in the person of 
JesjjLs Christy under tb^. Dispensation of 
the GospeL Concerning: this, it is thus 
written, in the mos* ; memorable, and 
striking language, " Without Contro- 
versy great is the mystery of Godliness, 
^od was manifest 'm the Flesh; QoA wa^ 
justified in the Spirit, God was; s^n -of 
Angels, : Gq4. was pceached wato the, 
(jif entiles, God was .beJi*ved on iw the 
worlds God inoas reaeheii up into Glariy:\\ 
Fpy tfa^re jaeems to Jb^ rfo : other > lonife ? in . 
tjjip illjiirewe,; so wiBicXhyJpi hiiriself, r (and 
s(g^ lar^ijepUblie, famiiiar,{ and t^nefi^ial- :to. 
us : bjSing .well : ada^^pt^d dtXi the aapprie-^ 
hension of finite Beings, created 4M\hds\ 
ipiage and' (ikene'ss%;to\^mooNer ^d; Re- 
flect -his ex'oeUenciies, aii^ .4i»ereby to I tie- 
C4>p)e hijs QYertasting fGoBlpJiniona- ^^N^if^ 
cftR, Vve kwm, worship, or (ih^e any >Dcfifi^ 
^^lAlp^ui /pr«t^ia!aal(j!^ hs^Vin^ sourrieoiBintiti 



Upon a right idea of G od, Heaven and the 
Church are instituted : the Form of heaven 
and the church being derived from the form 
ofHim^ " whoisin the midstoftheThrone/' 
and "who fills Heaven and £arth with 
the Majesty of his Glory/' Therefore, 
the clearer our ideas are of the Lord, the 
more fully will our faith in him be esta- 
blkihed ; we shall be better qualified to 
ufj^derstD^nd 6ther Divine Truths, depend- 
ing on this Foundation ; ('' and other 
foundation can no man lay'') and so much 
the niore shall we be made fit for eternal' 
Communion with him. For, 

. This greatest of all Divine Subjects 
reigns throughout the Bible. It consti- 
tutes the wisdom, atid delig-hts the minds- 
off angels ; and is the only life of our faitlr- 
and hope, of our love and obedience. ^ 
Ihcomprehetisible, indeied, is the na^' 
ture of our Redeemer's Divine Soul, and'' 
of his glorified Resurrection Body. And' 
so likewise is the inanner how that body^ 
wai^ raised again, or glorified. And this' 
is equally the case ^ with the mode of our* 
dwn Existence and spiritual Regenera*-* 
X\otiffaf('-ei>er'?^ Nevertheless, our present 



views of diviws and eteriiBl subjects are 
general and obscure, in ccmipari^on with 
the intelligence of the Samts in light. 

Upon the following useful and im^ 
portant faets^ however, we may pow at*, 
tain to an absolute and certain coficlu-^ 
sidn/viz. 

1. Thfit tb^ Lord came, into the worid* 
** for us men and for otir - gfalyation^''- 
witliout which, no flesh ^o»ld,posfi4bly: 
be saved. % 

3, That ''he took n(it on b^ th« 
oature of angels, but the seed of 
Abraham/' 

3v That he glorified his own humanity, 
according to the sam^ divine erdear, by 
which man is regenerated, or made 
s^rituaL '* For we are hiis .Workm;aiisbip, 
created in Christ Jesus tinto good wdrks^ 
which God bad before oi^dained, that 
we should walk in jthem." Consequently, 
We must be re-created, as. well a;s created, • 
after the divine image and likenei^ For 
in all things, Christ is the Christian's 
head and pattern. And '* he is made 

» 

unto us Wisdom, -Right eiousness, and 
^€mctifica>tion, as we^U as ^^depij^ition.'*' 
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4. J^at Our Saviour is now exalted 
far above all principalities and powers, 
and D«ath hath no more dominion over 
him. •' For, (says he,) I am he that 
Uveth, and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive for. evermore ; and have the Keys of 
Hell and of Death. Amen/' 

6. That by the Incarnation, ^* there 
was^ no Confusion of Substance, but only 
an Unity of person ; no conversion of the 
Oodhead into flesh, but a taking of the 
Mai^hood i]|to God. For as the rea- 
sonable soul i^d flesh are one Man, so 
God and Man are one Christ.'' And, 

6. That consequently, mir Lord's pro- 
mise, tohi8 disciples, Mrhich were to be 
fulfiUed after his Resurreetion, have 
been fulfilled, are now fulfilling, and 
will so continue : viz. '^ I will not 
leave you comfortless, 1 will come to 
you. Where two, or three are gathered 
together Jn my Name, there am I in the 
midst of them. Lo, I am with you al- 
ways, even unto the End of the World. 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father 
may \)e glorified in the Son." But, 
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While we aife in this World, We are 
90 cfmfined to neural ideas, that we ar^ 
liable to judge of heoieenly Ihinf^, ac- 
cording to Ideas of Time and Space, and 
in some Cases» to /njiistake the Appear- 
ance for the Reality, without farther^ 
Examination. Of the falkicies of th^ 
senses, the learned are aware, in natural 
Things. But in spiritual Things they, 
have been most grossly and awfnlly d^- 
ceived. 

By a spirit is frequently, and indeed 
generally understood, a volatile spectre^ 
or apparition of a person departed out 
of this world, into another. Whereas it 
is a Truth, that eveiry Man is a Spirit,, 
as to his Soul, Mind, or inner Man^ here 
and hereafter.* But whatever mio:ht be 
the conception of the primitive Disciples 
of our Saviour upon this pointy certain 
it is, that they, even after their Master's 
personal residence and instructions, were 
subject to doubt, fear, unbelief, and de- 



^ See Dawson's Greek Lexicon to the New Testament> 
"where the word TinZiM, Pneuma, for the Soul> is most judi- 
ciously explained by Spiritualis Substantia, a spiritual sub- 
stance. 





jeetlon^ in consequence of his Crucifix^' 
wk, though he \!k^d.'foreWaihMd them of 
it* But be still mercifQlly adarpted him«^ 
selfi to their State. And Xn^ prmmry' 
object in our Text, was evidently to* 
convince them of his M^surrecHon ;* 
wherefore, he told them, '' that a spirit' 
had' not Flesh mhd Bones, tx^ they saW 
him have/' FcHr,^ 

It is an invaHable Law of ' divine^ 
CHfder, that the Lovd appear^ to every^ 
one, aoM^ding to the internal State and 
Qnalitjf^ of his mind: a^ it is written^ 
^' with ihe merciful^ thou wilt shew thy-' 
self merciful, and with the dprigM Man,; 
tbau^^^ilt ^ew thyself- upright, &c/' 
Tathte Deists, Jews, Ai^ians", and Soer«*' 
nians,' the Lord appears \as a mere 
crb^Aed Bsinff.- But some . receive him^^ 
in \m true Char^adter!'^ Amd even^^Ai*' 
reeeptioh' implies mtic^ m»re*thati^mteP 
leetual acknowledgment. But his <ap«^> 
pearanee to them who leh receive him; is* 
precisely according* to their qualified; 
Disposition of S^ul; the splendour of« 
his Divine Countenance shining on iiiem,^ 
" as ;*ihey are able to bear it." ^<He* 

B 
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was in the woddy (aay^ the Evtogelist)'^ 
4n4 the wocld wa^ mjiide bybim, hisA Hm^ 
world kiKew him not H^ came to hi$i 
own, but his. own received him not. '* B»Jk. 
to as many as received him, to them^ gme, 
he power to become the aons of :Gad, 
even so thej» that helievidd on his Naine-'V 
For the State of Man 19 variable* Bat 
** Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday » to. 
day, iMid for e^er/' ' fiveo to the true 
^Peliever, he appears Konietimes to be 
absent. But this ii anlyi an. dppimranee* 
And because tke Atheist, does not me 
hi^. Maker, he therefore foolishly sup- 
poses^ that there is no.God. at alL- ^ 

Such circumst'ltnGeft may serve to ac- 
count lor Our Saviow's d^ff^ent and 
8ucc0gsive Appearances 9 after^ Ub ijicar^: 
nate Nativity, for hk appearaifdes. under 
the Old Te9tament!]>i9pensAtion iand for 
his different Afrpearanoe^ * fo; the ^Mhid oi 
Man at tWs dayj "K^r. \&» oiie eternal, 
gtorioiis, divinev and! humaini form was 
ne^er, nor cati be« jm^^SB^ least degree, 
cbangedi or altered,* SBf^t Man's percep- 
<jiiMi/of ChriaC id variablf)^ atfcondii% to 
his own yai-iaJbici state* of life, as.'beiore 
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observed. For Imfmre our Lord^s Hesur- 
renititm, fais ttams^^ffw^ed Appearanoe 
was only of such a Nature, at such ar 
Time, and to such Disciples. And after 
hift Resurrection, we do not read of hb 
being seen at all by the J^ws, hisEne-^ 
mies and Murderers; nor could they 
have Hteralfy crucified him again. 
Neither do we find him praymg to the 
Follier, afi^r his Resurrection, as he did, 
anterior to. that great event. Afterwards 
k is recorded, that *^ he appeared in 
another form to two of the disciples, as 
diey were travelling into the Country/' 
To Mary he said, " Touch me not ; for 
I em myt asesnded to my Father, and 
your Fatiier, to my €rod and your God." 
To Thomas^ he said, ^ Reach hither thy 
Finger, wid beliold iny Hands ; and reach 
bitheir tfay Hand, and thrust it into my 
goder; and be not faithless, but believing." 
To St. John, the apocalyptist, bis Coun- 
tenance appeared like the Sun shining in 
hill Strength. And before this, and 
when Our Lord *^ ascended op where he 
was before;" there can be no doubt,- 
that his form and majesty were visibly 
adapted to that magnificent occasioni 
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Therefore^ although the S^rituallEiyes 
of his Disciples were first opened, for the 
express purpose of beholding Him, which 
was the Case with a// them who .believed 
in him, both before and after his Resur* 
rection; yet still his form appeared to 
them respectively, according to their in*- 
ternal and individual state of Spiritual 
Reception. 

Thus, when he^^rst appeared amongst 
them, after his Resurrection, and *' the 
outward Doors were shut,'* they were 
Ojffriffhted, thinking that they had seen A 
Spirit, not being then able to conceive 
that the Lord, whom they had seen in a 
material Body, could hecoute present in 
such a manner, which was, however, 
not more singular, than his waUnng on 
the Sea before his Resurrection. And 
also, such were their doubts and fears, 
that they could scarcely credit his own 
prophetic promise, concerning this me- 
morable Passage in the History of our 
Redemption. But when he was thus 
graciously pleased to adapt his Appear^ 
anee to the natural and sipiple Appreheui- 
sion of their Minds, he proved himself 
to be the same person, in a proper, 
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human and substantial Form: In con- 
sequence whereof, they became more 
reconciled to his sudden Appearance, and 
more composed in their minds, as to the 
reality of his Resurrection. For not- 
withstanding they had seen, that he was 
risen, and not to be found in the Se(>uU 
chre, they were still in such gross, cor- 
poreal, or material Ideas, that they could 
not properly conceive, bow a Man after 
Death, although he is a spirit, and di- 
vested of earthly substances, is equally 
the same, real, essential Man that he 
was before. For ^' to be absent from the 
Body, is to be present with the Lord/' 
And nothing is more substantial, than 
what is of a spiritual and ^f^ma/ Nature. 
Therefore according to this conception of 
the Disciples, our Divine Saviour spake. 
Because- his immediate object was, and 
is, to instruct and lead every man accord- 
ing to his capacity and state. 

It may also be adverted to, that during 
our Lord's incarnation on Earth, he 
spak^ according to the progress of the 
glorijic&tion of his humanity, which is 
called, iii John xvii. Ood, the Father's 
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n^me ; and in the pt€!is«iM; ilostanee of ihe 
'SpTiX, bis eap^ciaVqbjeatwite^ Hdemon^ 

m4tp m0h^ ^m^^. a^fimmaras pat- 
^ibff 'to th^ 1)^11)49 of f^s Bisoiplea* a« 

AH :thia, however, is cuo argument at 
aUxagamftt/dnr^riyiog |it a fixed and 
fu^pient CotielufiiiHi, tfmcfixnmg the 
gl^iio^s, aad 0terp^ polotsv heneia m« 
t^t)d^4 to be est^btisjied,. Neither b.aire 
{!bi?p^ght^ (nor^b^ll I eter bring) a»y- 
^|ng to .prove, that Our. Saviour , hath 
^t J^Jl^sh aDbd Boiiei9i ar that u Spirit^ 
hath >$uch Fksb vao4 B^M^es As^ jfc^ hath. 

Npw by ii^ ffim^i ia GM^y Sorip** 
ture, are evidently signified Power, aDd 
especially th^ power ofDminfi Truth, t0 
which Creation and Regeneration are 
equAlly ascribed. The power of the 
hjiman Body, which is the Epitome of 
Divine Order, and the Basi$ of the SouFs 
exi^jtence and operations, terminates in 
the hands, to which our good, or evil ae* 
tions are attributed, and upon whiclt our 
future and eternal Retribution depends. 
On this Account it was^ thi^t Christ as* 
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stimed the hunum lirature, that he might 
put himi^elf ' ibH power, U> oTereome Ouvi 
iSf^iritual Enemies, to inark out oiir praie*: 
tieal Example; and to perform the w^orttd' 
of merc^, bs^uevoletice, and goodfie«9;' 
To this purpose he imme slb Divine Ttmthi 
which is, the ittord. . Thereby he taught* 
the way of Sal vaAicii . Thereby he fought- 
against HeU and. prevailed. And henee* 
hts divinely, glorified human nature i^ 
called Th^ Amk of Jehabdh* And> it {3^ 
^said, " the Lord Uath-made "Ware his holy 
arm in the £yes of all nations, and aflf 
the £Adisr of the Eajrth shall see tb6 8a}-> 
vaiion of Ood/ ■ And in rbfference to th« 
saofie isuh^ectii it is^ tbua written, " who^ 
hath helieired our Risport? and to whom 
hath the Arm of &e Lord been revealed ?** 
Hdnfee ^Iso^ Om* Lord is ealled^'^' the Mai^ 
of the BSght Hand/' And when he had 
finished y 8 wovk on earth, he said, ^^ all- 
Power is given unto 'me in Heaveii and' 
in Earth/' ^ After which; we find it re- 
corded, that '* he was received up into 
heaven, and ' that he sitteth at the Right 
hand of God /' fi^ich lequally relates to 
Divihe Qiiinipot^siee; 
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With respecJt t0*our Redeemer's Feety 
he stands upon this Earth, dwells 
amongst us, and abides even with them 
who are in the lowest States, or principles* 
of his Church, or in the smallest Spiritual^ 
Attainments; for " he will not despise 
the Day of small Things." And he has 
promised *^ to walk among us and be our 
God, and that we shall be his People." 
In this respect, therefore he may be more 
specifically said to be Omnipresent, as 
by virtue of his Hands, he is Omnipotent. 
Whatsoever is Spiritual and natural is 
combined in him, who is God' as to his 
Essence, and Man as to his Form,. From 
him all our life, powers, pritidtples, and 
Faculties are derived. As it is written^ 
^^ God created Man in his own Imag;e, 
after his likeness. And we read of \&a 
walking, talking, seeing, and hearings 
and doing all things with a mighty hand» 
and with an Outstretched Arm." And 
again, ''He that formed the Ear, shall he 
not hear, and he that teaches: man know- 
ledge, shall he not know/' And in 
another place, '* The Byes of the Lord 
are over the Righteous^ and his Ears 
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a^ Open to their Cry/' To say that 
these Expressions are merely figurative 
and accomodated is literally to strengthen 
the feeble Caase of Socinianism. But 
as 4t is written in another Part of the 
inspired Volume, " God is not a man 
that be should lie, nor the Son of man, 
that he should repent." For he is totally 
exempt from all the frailties, follies, and 
imperfections of mere humanity. And^ 
therefore Dr. Priestley sharply perceiv- 
ing the inconsistency oL Sinless perfec- 
tion with the character of a merely human 
Saviour, at length came to this dreadful 
Conclusion, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was fallible, .weak, and peccable, like 
Ourselves! But, if Christ is God, it 
inevitably follows that God is Christ : and 
therefore, the above language of Dr. 
Priestley amounts to nothing else, but 
spying, that God is a mere man, and a 
sinful man tooii i Nevertheless, it still 
remains a truth> which all the learning, 
ingmuity, and sophistry of man cannot 
invalidate, that God is- the very origin, 
the ]e^smitial life, the eternal fountain, 
of every thing truly human, a^ well as 

c 
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of every tfaitag Iml^ d^/i^e. Therefore 
also, ouf Saviour is emphniically atid ew- 
elutwely leaUed, ^' Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and th^ ending, the fitst and 
the last; who is> who was^ and who is 
to come, the Altaighty." 

The ResUrrevtwn^ of 'Christ is a gte- 
rious proof, exaknplei and j^tedge of imr 
Resurrection. Hence h6 is called " the 
first Fruits of thera that slept^ or the 
first Begotten from l^he'Dead/' And fafe 
himself declares, in ^ passage before 
quoted, '* I am he that liveth, and was 
dead, abd behold I am alive for er^^ 
more, Ameft. And have the keys of 
Hell and of Death." And it is also said, 
in a inystieb.1, dr spiritually but just, true, 
and apprOpriAtie sense> that ''he shall 
change our vik^ bodies, that they may 
be fashitmed like unto his glorious Body, 
according to the mighty workiilg> whereby 
he is able to subdue all things unto him- 
self. Fot fleslk and bk>od cannot inh^it 
the Kingdom of God. A tad there is a 
spiritual Body, as well as a mAturul 
Body,'' says the same great Apostle. 
Our Lord appeai^ed in. \m glorified, 
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4ivinef substantic^l, immortal Body, after 
Kis Besurrection, and will so appear, 
throughout the countless Ages of £ter- 
aity. Wherefore, it was prophetically 
written, among other Divine Allusions, 
that '' the light of the Moon should be 
OS the light of the Sun, and the light 
of the Sun should be seven-fold, like the 
light of seven days, [all at oj]^e,] in the. 
Hay, that the Lord bindeth up the Breach 
of his People, and healeth the stroke of 
their wound/' " He took not upon him, 
says the Apostle, the Nature of Anpeb, 
but the Seed of Abraham.'* ** He is a 
merciibl and faithful High Priest, who 
can be compassionately touched with the 
feeling of our Infirmities, being once 
tempted in all points like as we are, but 
without sin. And therefore he js abje !ta 
succour them also who are tempted.'^ 
^^AU the Angels in Heaven worship him." 
And all who will be the blessed '' Children 
of the Besurreetion, and equal to the 
Angels," must worship him now '^ in 
Spirit and in Truth," unta their Lives 
end. Such and such only '' will be 
clothed upon, with their House from 
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Heaven, when their present Earthly 
Tabernacle shall be dissolved." 'fhese 
" spirits of just men made perfect," 
shall rise with strength and power, with 
immortal bodies in blooming youth and 
endless beauty, exempt from sickness, 
pain, and weakness, disease, old age, 
decay and death; and live with Christ, 
their glorious head, for ever. For, by 
the divine transforming power of Spirit 
tual RegeneratioUy both the Soul and 
Body of Man will be thus renewed, 
ennobled, and perfected, and thus regain 
the primitive celestial Image and likeness 
of his God. Paradise lost on Earth can 
be regained only in Heaven. *^ For 
since by Man came Death, by Man 
came also the Resurrection of the 
Dead." 

No essence can exist without a form, 
nor any form without an essence. 
Therefore the Soul of Man, which is 
the essence of his life, must have a form 
of outward existence and practical mani- 
festation, which is his body. And such, 
as the essence is, such will be the form 
to all eternity. But here, the perfect cor- 
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respondence of the Soul and Body, or 
of the internal and external man, is not 
visible, nor perfect, like our fixed, un- 
ehanffeable, future condition. Therefore 
though ^' it doth not now msihly appear 
what we shall hereafter be, in a future 
world, our life being hid with Christ in 
God;" yet, '' if so be, we are now 
risen with Christ, and sert our affec- 
tions on things above; when Christ, 
who is our Life, shall appear, then shall 
we also appear with him in Glory." 
Because, he will now *^ work in us what- 
soever is well pleasing in his sight, that 
we may then' be presented faultless, be- 
fore the presence of his Glory with ex- 
ceeding great Joy/' For, " without 
Holiness, no man can see the Lord;'* 
and therefore, upon our present and 
eternal Holiness, our present and eternal 
Happiness depends. But farther : 

The Lord, our Redeemer, miraculously 
rose again by his own proper power, as 
he was also miraculously pleased to b© 
born. For he was true and very God, as 
well as true and very man. His internal 
man w^s essentially clWine, Because h^ 



pi«-eiLi9t«d before all Worlds. And hia 
Qxteirnal man was a perfect couotertype 
thereof. For, " as the Father (says he) 
has life in himself, so hath he given to 
the Sop to have life in himself. He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father, I 
9Qd my Father are one." Our Lord took 
Hereditary evil upon himself, as the only 
ground of admission for spiritual tempta- 
tiou $tnd eternal victory « Fot without a 
grf)!und, no evil spirits, nor good spirits, 
cap apprqt^eh us. But that hereditary 
evil was not from his Father, Jehovah, 
hut from his Mother, the blessed Virgin 
Mary. The Lord had no actual Sin ; for 
otherwise, he would have been no wiser, 
por better than ourselves^ and conse- 
quently incapabW of being his oi^n 
Saviour, and much less ours also. And 
the hereditary evil, which he superin- 
duced, he exterminated from him for 
ever. So tb^^t, as at the first, he was not 
the Son of Joseph, so at the last, he did 
not call Mary by the appellation of his 
Mother.* For the whole of his life on 

V — . ■ — 

* This may help to account foir our Saviour's apparent 
harshness and undutifulness of expression towards his 



JSarth, was cme continual and progressive 
combat a^aidi»t evil and falsehood, from 
the omnipotence of his own essential 
divine principle, brought forth, into the 
Imt and lowest, mo^t ultimate and ex- 
ternal degrees of his own divine order. 
And by virtue of this, he is onr almighty 
deliverer, our provideirtial director, our 
spiritual life, and our infallible example. 
Thuii my Brethren, does it sufficiently 
Appear, that our great Redeemer's Divine 
Resurrection Body, was perfectly corres- 
jlondent and analogous to his divine 
soul ; being by successive and reciprocal 
Acts of Glorification, formed after the 
Image and likeness of his heavenly 
Father, from whom alone it was essen- 
tially derived. Hence his language was, 
*' Father glorify thou me, with thine own 
self, with the glory which I had with 
thee, before the world was." Our Saviour 
also declared, '' that no man took his life 
from him, for he had power to lay it 
down, and he had power to take it again.'* 
And he also prophesied and promised, 

* 

Mother after the flesh, in John ii. 4. See also, with res- 
pect to his reputed Father Joseph, after the flesli, Luke ii. 4U. 
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*/ that he should come again, in his own 
Glory, and in the Glory of his Father^ 
and in the Glory of the Holy Angels/'. 
Therefore, our Lord rose from the dead 
differently from any one of us, wha 
mast be raised by the power of God- 
alone. For he, alone, rose again by his 
own proper power, as it is written of alL 
the united parts of Redemption's infinite, 
and amazing work, '^ of the people, 
there was none with him, and by his: 
own Arm, he brought Salvation/' 

Before the Incarnation, he appeared, 
representatively to Moses, Gideon, and 
Joifhua; and the churches were principled, 
in representative worship, which. was ob- 
scure; for spiritual Illumination, was then 
effected by types and figures. But when 
the celestial Sun arose on this World of 
Darkness, the clouds and shadows were: 
dissipated and lost for ever, in the actual 
reality of his adorable appearance. 

Not that he was unghrified, or uAdi- 
vine, before his Incarp^ation, or his Re-- 
surrection. But this is the " great mys- 
tery of Godliness," which none but God 
can comprehend. The blessed Fact is 
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what we are eon«enied tvith. We can say 
with the ScripHtres, (and blessed be God^ 
that we can say this,) that *' being 
in the form of God, he thought it no rdb-» 
bery to be equal with God, but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a Servant, and waa 
made in the likeness of men, and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Cross ; wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above eviery 
name, that at the name of Jesns, every 
knee should bow, of things in Heaven, 
and things in Earth, and things under 
the £arth ; and that every tongue should 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
Glory of God the Father/' 

Now, in order to subdue the accumu- 
lated and consummate power of evil, to 
bring himself nearer to his fallen crea- 
tures ; to remove all doubt of " his eternal 
power and Godhead;" and to establish 
a new spiritual and glorious dispensation : 
—These were the principal reasons of his 
voluntary abasement and meritorious ex- 

n 
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altation. For ^^ he that descenShd (says 
the sublime Apostle) was the same 
that ascended, that he might ^// all 
things." 

The scripture account, in its plain and 
unperverted signification, free from the 
ignorant, superficial, £alse, and dangerous 
glosses of crafty and designing men, pre- 
determined to believe their own wisdom 
before the wisdom of God, is the best ac* 
count we can, give of this most wonderful 
matter, viz. our blessed Lord's assumption 
and glorification of his humanity, which is 
the grand eternal gospel theme of men 
and angels, and peculiarly displayed in 
the divine analysis and summary, ad- 
duced from holy scripture, in these dis- 
eourses. And, 

That all was done upon our account, 
our Lord remarkably testifies, in John 
xvii. '' Father glorify thy Name. And 
a voice came from Heaven, saying, I have 
both glorified it, and I will glorify it 
ag^in ; this voice came not because of 
mCf hut for ffour sakes/* 

From all eternity, therefore Christ was, 
virtually, and in primary power, our Sa« 



1 

1 



37 

yiour, (being called ** the Lamb staiik 
from the foundation of the World/') but 
not actually^ visibly^ and externally such, 
till he was '' made of a woman/' or when 
^ the seed of the woman (as promised in 
the beginning of the Old Testament,) 
bruized the Serpent's Head/' 

But though we speak after the man- 
ner of men, which is our only manner, 
human Chronology can never con- 
tradict this blessed and unchangeable^ 
description, constructed by the Apostle, 
viz. '' Jesus Christ, the same yesterdayj, 
t0 day, and for ever/' And, 

When we consider that our finite 
created Nature, was in its primeval state 
of innocence, derived from God alone, 
our reason is considerably enlightened 
from above, with respect to the revealed 
account in both Testaments, yvhioh he 
has been most graciously pleased to 
give us, concerning his assumption of 
our humanity, as to the possibility and 
plausibility of such a fact ; and his divine 
love and wisdom are also thereby con-^ 
siderably enhanced and recommeiided 
to our gratitude, reception, iwd adoration. 
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And yet the titiiritual and innomerable 
imperfections annexed to mere humanitr, 
by man's declinations, being likeiwise 
superinduced by him who '' took oar 
Infirmities^ and bare our Sicknesses-/^ 
4t once accounts for tbe necessity and 
excellency of the Incarnation^ and creates 
fresh occasion of wonder at tbe almighty 
and incomparable energies of redeeming* 
love. 

And although our present subject is, 
more speeificaUy^ onr hor&s Regmnre^^ 
fion, yet as this was^ in one seiise, the 
Ciyncluding scene of the pathetic, sub^ 
lime, and glorious drama, or the ulti- 
mate completion of our Saviour'si glori** 
fic^tion of his humanity; I hope a few 
apparent digressions, are not only venial^ 
but palatable, on the interspersed parts^ 
or circumstantial particulars. For, 

Our blessed Saviour piissed through 
manp states of humiliation, temptation^ 
suffering, and victory^ before it came to 
this, as his true and vital foUovrerB must 
do likewise. For *' the' i^f Enemy that 
i»hall be destroyed, is I>ealdbi/' Therefore 
be was passive, fts well as a<}trve. Hd 
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wfts dead» as well as alive. He was Matt, 
as well as God. He was Sei^an^, as weU 
as Master. He was both a stranger, and 
a friend. He was apparently separated 
from the Father, and yet the Father and 
the Son were inseparably one. He, 
was not only the First, but he was the 
Last also. He was " a man of sorrov^s, 
and a poor despised Galilean :" And 
yet '' his face did shine as the Snn, and 
his raiment was white as the light/* 
And^ lastly ; he onee cried ont, in the 
straitness of his soul, '^ my God> ray Go^, 
why hast thon forsaken me?'' And yet it 
is expressly declared, that ''he is God 
over all, blessed for evermore." 

All these to an unbeliever, are con- 
tradictory objections, but they are the 
eternal glory of a Christian ; whose lan- 
guage shall, for ever, be, " O! most 
blessed Jesus, these are thp almighty 
doings J and they are marvellous in our 
eyes ; i)y thy manifestation in the flesh, 
thou hast been pleased to become the Son 
of m^n, that we might be called the Sons 
of God. Though thou wast rich, yet 
for our sakes thou didst become poor ^ 
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that we, through thy poverty, n^ight be 
made rich V Bui, 

Having already, my Brethren, in- 
truded, I fear, on your patience, I 
must now reluctantly postpone my re- 
maining Observations to our next op- 
portunity. And in the mean time, may 
he^ who alone can *' open our under- 
standings^ that we may understand the 
Scriptures," and give efficiency to man's 
endeavours, grant you a right and pro- 
fitable perception of what hath been 
advanced, and prepare your minds for 
the continuation and winding up of the 
subject 
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** Behold my Hands and my Feet, that it is I myself: hajidU 
me, and see ; ibr a Spirit faath not Flesh and Bones, as y/s 
see me have." 

Far be it from me, my brethren, to iiis- 
parage the infinite God, by attributing 
humanity to his divinity; and equally 
feii? be it from me, to deify a mere 
ereated being, as Christ must be, if es- 
sential divinity be not his right. But 
the whole of the Scriptures, from 
Genesis to Revelations, conspires to 
shew us, that man was first created in 
the image and likeness of God, and that 
God was m>ost mercifully pleased to ap^ 
pear on Earth, in the image and likeness 
of man, to restore him to his long lost 
holy and happy state. 

Therefore, I now pass on to observe^ 
that our Saviour's Resurrection body. 






\ 



« 



32 



although substantial, and visible, wa^ at 
the same time, spiritual and divine. Be- 
cause he eould come in when the doors 
were shut, and in a moment vanish 
awa;y, and his divine on^iipresence is 
essential to his eternal deity; which is 
thus authenticated, viz. " Lo I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
world, amen. I will not leave you com- 
fortless, I will come to you, where two, 
or three are gathered together, in my 
name, there am I in ike midst of them," 
&c; And, 

A> &int image of the divine omnipre-^ 
sence, like the other, attributes of bis 
Creator, is in man ; who, as to his mind^ 
can travel ten thousand miles in a minute, 
and who is now living in two worlds, [the 
spiritual and the natural] at the same 
time; 

Man is not man, merely by virtue of 
his material, or outward form, or by rea* 
son of his having the human countenance, 
or even because he possesses the spiritual 
fv faculty of reason and intelligence; for 
'Z if his will be not animated by heavenly 
love, as well as his understanding illumit 
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nated by heavenly light ; his form after 
]>eath, when external fallacious appear- 
ances are stripped oS, will be then mani* 
festly seen to be a mbnstrous and hideous 
one. But, on the contrary, if divine 
love and truth now pervade the affec- 
tions and thoughts of our souls, then our 
forms, or our spiritual and immortal bo^ 
4ies will, like Christ's Resurrection Body, 
be truly human, beautiful, and glorious 
to all eternity. 

The^body of man is only a correspond- 
ent effect, proceeding from his souL For 
the spiritual principle invests itself with 
the natural, as man does himself with 
a garment. The form is derived from 
the essence, not the essence from the form. 
And no essence can exist without a form, 
nor any form without an essence. There- 
fore, 

Besides and in addition to all the usual 
and splendid arguments, to establish our 
belief in the unchangeable and eternal 
divinity of Jesus Christ, we find that there 
is one more, which it might be reasonabfy 
hoped, if any thing could convince pre-» 
determined and long confirmed unbeliefs 

E 



*9¥Qu]d fkrove Bttll more ^ffdctual^and irre*- 
4ai8ti]j^ Niz, that the ImmanHy of our 
Savioiir is only a €on8^q:uence oi his 
JHdne nature^ and by no means a can- 
iradiction to it^ s^ Arians^ and.Socinians, 
Jaws, atid Deists hav« vainly imagined. 
'For, an unmanifested, or an impersonai 
G6d ^as . LataJter obser^ea) is no Qod ai 
an. : And the iGodhead cannot be mani^ 
J«U,dl..»,butonlyby,aU.Me,.ediuo«. 
of vision and approximation. This is 
tijue pf our. Lord, .both before^ and after, 
his plenary imamfestatioti in our nature. 
Of hiin therefore, it may be supremely said, 
however strange /the language may 
souiid'to ;mere gmmmatical cmtics, that 
his ^¥ihity is human, and that his hsir 
manity is divine. Eor in hhn, as Martin 
Luth^ teaches, ^'Man is.6dd,iand£rodis 
Man." Also to adopt the excellent ,lan« 
^age ofour Utur^y, ^^ when he took 
upod him to d^tiver m^n, he. did not 
4hhor thfe ivirgijoi's womb. And .when he 
bad orereome the .ftharpness of Dieath, he 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all 
Believers/' AhU in >th^ ea^press dialed 
of inu^iratiQQ, f * M9 rent /t^ Heavens, and 
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ckme ddWti. He ascended tip^ wbe're 
was before. For no Man hdtb aisceikded 
np' to HeWen, but le that c«ne down 
from Heaven, even the Son of Man, wBo- 
ik in Heaven, He was glorified vi^ith the 
glory which he had before the ^orld was." 
Arid God the Father, ddes Hot throngK' 
the SotiV fiend to iis the Holy » Spirit^ but 
tie ^Son settds the Holy Spirit W us/ 
oM of hifii^elf, frow God, tlile FdtberJ 6ee 
John xvi. 7, Sit. which is a crrctinistance' 
of very great ah'd considerable distinction 
to^tjs, on thi^ subject, although perhaps> 
litti Sufficiently, nor very freqii^rttly »d- ^ 
v^ed td. For the idea* that God Ih^ 
father Sferids tfe Holy iSj^irit' through/ 
€hl^i^; niitkes Chyik a ihete machine V 
bttt th6 latter idea, that €hi!ist seiida tho 
Hrfjf ^ht hiittself, froiri' God; th4 
F^beri cortriporfd with his s^elfsuS^^biicy, 
divfae. love, wisdom, liberty/ ;• and 
eqfuallt;^. Screh ii^ *^ the g"reat my'sterfy of 
feodlirtess." But the^e is nb/rfiystery at: 
dm in God sending a. created Ambassafdbr/ 
ot Praphet Neither dre there three 
QtiAs^ rior two Gods; nor onre unmani^ 
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feited 6od^ as the Jews, Socipians, and 
Deists, &c. believe. For " God was in 
Christ, reconciling the. world unto him^ 
selfr 

But the Unitarians have fnaterialixed^ 
the Soul of Man, and also the Holy, 
living. Spiritual Word of God. They 
have separated the Lord's humanity from ^ 
bis divinity, and thus '* denied the Lord , 
that bought them, crucified him afresh^ 
and put him to an open shame." 

They have not glorified Christ, for his, 
wonderful self abasement, as a man, but; 
done all they could, to disparage him for ^ 
that very circumstance, They have ut*. 
terly falsified the literal descriptions of 
bis human state of humiliation, for our 
sakes, instead of glorifying bis name QU 
that account, cpiitiouftUy, They have 
explained away as figurative, (while they 
disclaim figurative interpretation,) the > 
numberless plain and magnificent attes- 
tations which occur, (besides texts of 
deduction,, inference, and implication,), 
concerning his eternal Godhead, and they, 
have openly denied the divine authority 
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of certain Scripture pasaagea altogether^ 
which they, qould neither translate, nor- 
interpret to their purpose. But, 

All the way through the sacred volume, 
God (we have seen) is described under 
human Bepresentatives. For it is written, 
that " the Son is the e^^press image of 
the Father," And that '* Man wa« 
created in the image and likeness of his 
God." 

By the incarnation, there was a de-* 
scending of the divinity to the humanity;: 
which was his state of humiliation ; and 
there was likewise, an ascending of the. 
humanity to the divinity, which was his. 
state of glorification. Christ is called^ 
in the Old Testament, the Son of God 
and the Son of Man; and Jehovah God 
is therein also ce^Ued a Man of War.. 
There never was, nor can be, but one 
infinite and supreme Deity, It appears^ 
in some parts of Scrifitnrf, as if there 
were t^o, . or three ' Gpds> pf different 
essences and properties, but this is an 
upavoidable appearance, lilce other fnere 
appearances in the letter of Sacred 
ure. Fqr the absolute truth is. 
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tbttt 'there ig onfy one God, and ab knote, 
whichr ill plaiifly> p^itively, tep^ttedly, 
and most rationally inculcaled thereih/ 
God Almighty nev^r iti lite mtxmi^Sed; 
and so rieither ean that spiritual acrd iM- 
moirtal eiiraiiatioii froxn divinity, ike soul 
df man, become aniklhtlated, or feitiiict; 
m the Athdstg, Malerialists; aM Boei[^> 
fiiaiis teaeh. Hti» material li6dy indeed 
dies, and returns to corruption, fitit 
(Prist's hody sAkv no CormpHoni Nei- 
ther is his glotiifed hamahity tH ' he 
tlvonghrt of by us, fihora ideas of spa€e,'6r' 
a*ithibetieal admea^ureiiifeiil, but frois^ 
sqpiHtQtal idedi^; proper to tiie statte of a 
tfiiti^, being, Or person, abstractedly, oir 
meldpbysically considered, is wfe are ac-r 
ctfi^^med to ihink, concerning t'^e ^hape 
and ifiake, or greatness of the huaian sduL 
Thk 4orAk of our text, therefore, teach 
i(g, that no matt is so iMuch amd'k, OM 
Christ was. For hie has, by virtue of hJfr 
]^0W6r;vvisdoifl, ffiid' goodness, even ei-^ 
0€f(fed6d us in hkmunitp, as in eve^ things 
efee. And this is lio' derogation frottt \fi§ 
Cl^odhead, but a nev^, everfastifig, aM iti- 
viAcilQ^' ftrguiiiefit of confirmiil^i^xi HI 
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Whosoever, iherefore, goes aboii^^;:# piil 
strftwd for us U> tumble oyer, or to bring 
scripture passages indicative of our 
Redeemer's true humanity^ will only 
go about to furnish matter, in which his 
worshippers rejoice all the day lanfff 
which will be the everlasting theme of 
men and angels, and which we find to be 
an additional' bulwark to our almighty 
cause ! But there are no imperfections 
and frailties of mere humanity imputable^ 
to God. For '* the first Adam was of the 
Earth, ^arthly, but the second Adam was 
the Lord from Heaven." 

But what hath been hitherto advanced, 
apd which is immensely short of what 
might have been advanced^ and infinitely 
more would then remain impossible to be 
^vanced, may be said to relate rather to 
the scientific, or intellectual apprehension 
4^f'thjis difine subject. Therefore now^ 
by way of supplement, ^or application, I 
will endeavour to bring the text home to 
our own practical and vital experienee. 
For the Lord alone is the source of every 
good and tn]Ah to angels -above, and men 
t^low, which 9xe contiiuially ^omipg 
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forth as the cireumambient sphere of his 
presence. And by our reception thereof 
in doctrine and life^ the complete inten-* 
tions and purposes of his JResvrrection 
will be fulfilled. Hence the prophetic 
salutation runs thus : '' Arise^ shine, for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee !" And thus our 
Saviour, as in the text, is now continually 
addressing himself to his Disciples, and to 
them that are not such; or to unbelievers, 
and to Christians too. '' Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself; handle 
me and see, for a spirit hath not flesk 
and bones, as ye see me have/' 

Now it is true, that there is now no op^ 
poitunity of our beholding and of our 
touching him, objectively and sensibly 
considered. Nevertheless, there still re- 

« 

mains the same great spiritual privilege 
and effectual duty, allowed to, andrequired 
of, every one who is sincerely disposed to 
be conviuced of divine truth, and to ap- 
propriate and enjoy the divine goodness, 
as the essential life of all his thoughts and 
affections. For the Lord is every where 
equally and unalterably present, earnestly 
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waiting and pressing to be received and ■ 
apprehended. Which is one of the most 
powerful preservatives against the com- 
ihissioh of sin, and one of the most en- 
coiiraging stimulations to faith, hope, and 
love, and blessed beyond all calculation I 
To behold his hands and his feet, 
therefore^ is to be both theoretically and 
practically convinced of his character as 
the risen and exalted Saviour of men, 
and to us in particular. It still farther 

implies a belief> '* that he hath all power ^ 

• • • . • _ ■ ■ 

both in heaven and earth," and that he 
\% Otnnipresenty in all the gradations of 

his own order, from first to last, and 

« • • 

consequentially, that in him, as was 
before observed, " Man is God and God " 
is Man/' 

To handle him and see that it is he 
himself y spiritually, represents our spi- 
ritual appropriation of his divine good- 
ness, and the conjunction of our immortal 
sotils'^with his glorified humanity, in the 
heavenly awd everlasting 'bonds of love. 
For by tbuching, inthfe word of God, is 
evidently sighified communication^ trans^ 
lafion; and reception. For these expli- 

p 



cations agpl^ t^ U^e affi^ctjpqs olgood- 

nejfifl in ^^. h^i^ ^il!f ^i^^ }^f> > ^ ^^"^ ■ 
bf^l^lflWig the Lord., appertains more sjpe- 
ei^ciaUy, to. our intellectiial, reasonable 
ff^ty of perpftiying. the d^yjfte troths^ of, 
Us bply.wordA in tbe^r ownn^J^ye splenr 

dour, or spiritual a^l\eavenly light. 
\<^h,en it i» moreover, said</pr aJS^nnt. 

h^pej we.a^e spiyitpally anA^prjptuyally 
given to ui)4erstand^ tl^t i\9 i^an* spirits 

Christ a^^Ae, wl)9,.i9 ajjl;;that. in himself 
a^ids^tpwftrdii- us,, w^pb I have attempted, 
to d^scribp. ^oXi, it. isiwrittsep, " Noajlt. 
I^^niel, aQd Jpb,.co^/oi^ly deliver thw 
ofvn spul^ by. th;Qir righteousness;" 
which is also to be understood,.. io^. ft-. 
^U^lifi^4 -^JPf*^ the sQine, as., with^ all 
*' the pi^phntSr apftstl^s, martyr?, and 
witnesses ,pf Jesus. ' ' Aji^^ if this be trve* 
(which ev^n,^ SpAini^nsjillpw,) how ^ftlk . 
a.merely hni|^»|;|ns];jri|inenta|8ari!pnr« an. 
iiml^^fSf^pr^ yifith, a; di^vine commig^ipji,. 
^ iiuj»e^ngf]||p, spirit, ^ a deniigod, or. an 
ii|Lagiiiar^,,^d^..oC wbpse form npthiiig 



we might as well invoke the iKomd to save 
lOiBy 4s such a Ood as this. And '' cutiied 
is -every one that maketh flesib his artti, 
and trhose heart ddpaneth Irom the Lbrd."* 

« 

Vox a in^e human 8aviolir is nblMtiHt: 
but an an^ 6f JteHh, ^^^ we cannot f^\ 
dor hearts a^t once upon the creature imd 
tlie Creator. 

If Christ were not God, he wbiim iidl 
be able to save us ; and if be Were llot 
man, he could not so sympatheticalt;;^ 
feel our infirmities. 

There must, therefore, my Brethlren, be 
kumrantiality andfi^rm, a;s Well as in/i* 
niie love and power. And if ever we, 
m&seives, become truly human and im- 
mortal forihs of love and truth divine, in 
the Lord's church and kingddtij, here 
dnd hereafter. We mtifit behold hife hands 
and feet, by faith, spiirttually handle hiiii 

• ; J » • 

and see, thatjt is he bfhuself that shoutd 
cotne^ and nevet^ htoh for ariofher. We 
must see and be satisfied, that he \h God, 
as to his ability, afid man, as to his 
brotherly sympathy ; and not an inferior 
BMdg, of our perverted, fietitibus, God 
didhfc^oritig and SoUl ^e^troyiyi^ imagi^ 



.natiqii. . We mtist see each indivi- 
4uaUy, fqr himsdf, that our Locd is in 
subst$intial, gloiified, human form, the 
risen ei^alted Saviour, '' the firjst Begotten 
from the Dead, the Prin(;e of the Kings!' 
of the Earth, ^ the mighty angel stand- 
ing in the sun,' , and yet a very near and 
present help to our poor, wrettehed, 
miseral)le, h angry, thirsty, and ndked 
w^h, in time of trpul^le/' For " beware, 
says jthe great Apostle, who foresaw, how 
some men would stand affected ' concern-^ 
ing Christ, beware, says he, lest; any 
man spoil yon through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of this 
world, SinA not <ifter Christ. For (or 
because) in him dwelleth all the fultiess 
of the godhead bodily.^' 

For in order to realize the attainment 
of the two things before mentioned, and 
included in the meaning Of the text, it 
is indispensably necessai'y, uiat we draw 
near to him, thus: viz. by coming, in 
some degree, into a spiritual similarity 
of state f or disposition. Or, to use the 
express language of Scripture, that " the 
same mind may be in us which was also 
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in Christ Jesus/' or that ^' the life also 
of Jesus, may be made manifest" in oiur 
life, i:hat,.we may " follow his steps^'* 
*f^ waik as- he walked," " do the works 
that he did," and come up to *^ the mea^ 
sure of a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fuln^s of .Christ;" 
that is, . al^ far as ^finite can resemble in* 
finite, or a^rlfa^ as the divine qi^litia» 
ean ' shine < in' man, which our incarnate 
Ood ym.H am illustrious proofs might be 
accdmplishfedi And 

This coUsiMefh in ^receiving a new self- 
hood, both i voluntary and intellectual, 
which is effdeted by understanding and 
doing his -eommandments from pure and 
unfeigned principles oi faith and chavity. 

Without this, the eammmnication be- 
tween Christ and the Soul, is intercepted 
by a dark, thick cloud, which hides the 
brilliancy of his countenance, and prevents 
pur reception, of his divine mercy and 
grace. Moreover, 

A natural man, [or ?l living inhabitant 
of tbis world,] we all very well know, 
cannot^ behold a spiritual man, [or an in-« 
b^abitant of the othegr world,] because tbey 
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Are not in i^Uar ocndiiitmi, yea it ik 
a truth lEUod a iact, €irery day exemplified^ 
tbat even a man in tbe nfU;uml woiil 
eaviiot Uve ^ne hour in the company df 
a»crther man, who is in an opposite sAs^^ 
'0f affection Jitid thonght^ without per^ 
cefiring an" unfaTorahlb f^here^ t>r iii- 
floieace^ eertaiiiy though iaviffiible, whieh 
•ooo dissaeiatcB and parta them asunder, 
8b neither, my dear brethren, can we 
Q^ritually behold the Lord our Gnd 
aright, and be '^ coiijoined to imn in a 
perpetual covenant, which shaM never be 
^gotten/' UNLESS " We believe in iiim,^ 
feax him> l<rre him with all the heart, with 
all the mind, with all the soid, and with 
all the strength; worship him, and givu 
him thanks, put oiu* whole trust in him^ 
rati upon him, honor his holy name and 
his word, and serve him truly all the daydl 
of our litres/' For as he was pleased to 
glorify his humanity and ours, this d«m» 
not preclude, but produce^ the necessity 
#{ our spiritual regeneration, both with 
respect to our intevnal and external psaiQ 
our will and understanding, our adlEee-^ 
tions and thoughts, our words and actioo8# 
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For tfala IB thv new^ and second R6rtkv 
sp; uueh insisted oo> in Scripture by dtir 
Locd and his Apostles, and Christian mi-< 
ni^ten ever since. And withont THiSy 
the use^ benefit^ and application of his* 
adeeming work on Earth will be^ all- 
lost, and s worst than lost; tons, forever. 
For> " we can never be with him where 
he isi. nor behold his glory there," nor^ 
hfi; e^mble of the divine irradiations^ 
emanations and influences, which eter- 
nally , beami forth from the ^ prraence of ' 
'' i\»Godot Gods, in Zion/' 

Tm this , most important purpose, '^ the 
hjoari oi stone musft be taken^ away, and>> 
the .new heail of flesh," must be given- 
tp us.. And '' the dry bones -must be^ 
raised/ to li£e^ by the spirit of the Lord." 
Etir,. iueh (howevet > unwelcome the newd 
may be to the pelife Pharisee, or the re- 
bellious, sinner) I say, such IS neverthe- 
less the^ state of the unregenerate man, / 
or every man by nature, in tconsequence > 
of his. hereditary and ^actual depravity, 
and B^hing, but a praetical and nn- 
w,eariediapplie»tion;t0 him^ who i^ '' the^ 
Iif9i^a^tmn.\imndt^B^Jj^e, in whom^ 
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whosoever belieyeth shall never perish/' 
can bring us into that new, superior, and 
blessed state of life, peace and salvation^ 
which is the true end . of our existence,, 
and the perfection of our immortal hopes. 
Let us, therefore, singly and collectwely 
endeavour to b^ " looking iinto Jesus, as 
both the author atid the finuher of our 
faith. Which also fulfils the Lord's' 
strong invitation in the Old Testament, 
•' Look unto me and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth, for I am God, aiid 
there is none else." And, since faith, 
without love, is no faith in reality, but only 
an ideal dream ; let us also, my beloved 
brethren, endeavour to embrace our 
blessed Saviour, like good old Simeon, 
with the arms of a sincere desire, affection, 
and love, daily and hourly striving to. do 
and suffer tm-^overeiga and infallible 
will, to exalt his adorable name, and in a 
^wrd, to " adorn the doctrine of God, \ 
our Saviour, in all things," For 

He hath done and suffered infinitely 
more than mind can conceive, or lan^age 
can express, to reg»iii* what- Adani ^lost, 
and thus: to accomplish our everhvsting 
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hitl^piiiesai His mercy and hk goodaesa 
Are eveirf day most eminently displayed 
towards u^w And it otily remains for vOi 
\o await aronnd him, in his own appointed 
ways, and to live perpetually with a con- 
sciousness of his all-seeing eye^ and with 
a desire of his providential direction. 

So shall a suffidietit portion of his di- 
vine spirit rest upon us, and by its 
saisred, retaoYating ai^ delightful in- 
fliiences, qualify and prepare us for that 
et»iial heaven abo've, which bis unbe- 
elouded [H*esejice alone can bestow, And 
altbou^. w^ shall Kise again from the 
grave/ with imiBortalr rtrengtb and youth, 
be made like unto our glorious head, live 
in his presence, and be elevated immensely 
far above our present christian state on 
earth; nevertheless, his divine words in 
our text, will foB everf in a certain sense, 
remain truly applicable to the infinite 
distinction between him and us, and to 
our glorious duty thence arising. 

May the divine *^ Sun of Righteous- 
ness" arise upon your souls and mine, 
give us a direct perception and a profit- 
able application of the^ precious truths 

G 
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now delivered, that we may ^^ know bim 
and the power of his Resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings ;'' ^^ that we 
may feel after him, that we may fifoA 
him, though he is not far from every one 
of us :'' and that ^^ like as Christ was 
raised from the dead, by the glory of ths 
father, even so we also may walk in new- 
ness of life/' 

^' Nam unto him that is able to keep 
you from faUimg^ and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy,^ to the only wise 
God our Saeiour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, nam and ever. 
Amsn.'' 
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A SERMON. 



LUKE, XX 30. Voetaet part. 
^^ Neither can they die any tm^'' 

Blssssi>, happy, and glorious coiiflrma' 
tion of our strongest hopes dud desire!, is 
this declaration of the great, the true^ i^ 
the faithful witness of all witnesses ! << It is 
appmnted unto all men once to die. ISut 
Christ hath brought life and immortality 
to Hght through the go^el." He is ''the 
resurrection and the life.'* And though 
sin hath brought a twofold death into the 
world, Christ is able and willing to deliver 
us f^om the power of both, and that for 
erer. Vi/lhat rational being in his senses 
would not wish to live.?^ Self-preservatidn 
is said. to be the first of nature^s la^s, both 
in men, animals, biMs, and creeping 
tUngs ; But man is gifted with reflecti<yn, 
with powa« aad faculties capftMe of end* 
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less improvements. He can look up to 
his divine creator, and, incessantly pant 
for immortality. And that inevitable 
transition from world to world, called 
death, is accompanied with terrors most 
alarming, most humiliating, and most 
gloomy indeed* Even the christian can 
scarcely divest himself of doubts and fears, 
occasionally, on this solemn subject : But, 
the merely natural unconverted man, looks 
upon death as the final termination of his 
very existence, and of every thing there- 
unto appertaining; this makes him, however, 
only dread it the more, instead of providing 
against it, should it be otherwise, as scrip-, 
ture, reason, and common sense assure us. 
But what a blessed consideration to every 
human mind, is the matter of fact itself, 
that death comes but once, and it will not 
be long before we have passed through 
it, and thjat it will be only a sublime con- 
tinuation of life, to the evangelical believer ! 
Our natural, spiritual, and eternal per- 
ceptions, hopes, fears, desires, and 
prospects, are all gratified in these few, 
but interesting words, ^^ neither can they 
die any more* ^' These words are part 
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of on answer of our blessed Lord to the 
Saddueees^ who believed m no resun^ection 
at all, but yet asked him a most imperti- 
nent question of vain curiosity ; oiw Lord 
therefore answered the Saddueees accorcting 
to their grosslj/ natural unbelieving state, 
by shewing them the certainty ^ and the 
spirittmlity of the resurrection, and the 
heavenly state of those, who enter upon 
eternal life, which state is vastly different 
from, iEind much superior to this. But the 
subject I have proposed to njyself at pre- 
sent, is described in this shoirt^ but glorious 
and soul animating declaration ; which is 
prohibitory of any second change, transi- 
tion, decrease, or apparent dissolution of 
life, ^* neither can they cUe any more. *' 

Now this promise, and assurance of the 
gospel, belongs to those only, who live 
the life of the righteous, and therefore 
have a part among those ^ ^ blessed and holy 
ones, who have a part in the first, or, the 
primary, essential resurrection ; '" for these 
only^ in scripture language, are said to live 
in Christ, and Christ in them" here, and 
to all eternity . Of these it may be said, ^^to 
die is gain, mid to depart, and be (wholly) 
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wHh Chmt, is far better'' after they have 
for wise purposes of determination, and 
confirmation, been kept for a short season^ 
in a ^' strait y between two.'' But others must 
endure the pangs of the second death. 
Many of these have their good things in 
this life ; they have made this world their 
hove, and ^^ lived without God in the 
woild;" and therefore they must live without 
him to all eternity. Their life is gross, im* 
pure, earthly, and carnaL They have refused 
all the m«rcy, grace, and love of God, 
winch gives a truly positive, absolute, and 
blessed life to the soul, and by that choiee 
they must abide : For when the first, the 
universal^ the inevitable death of the body 
is over, then ^ ^ he that is holy ^ let him he 
holy still, andhe that is filthy, let him be fiU 
thy still. " And as it is impossible to de^ 
sodbe the second deaths which is not 
(smmhilfUim any more than the jfSr^^, but a 
fiKfeal stab to the vitals of the soul, and 
^eftaratesi it fixnn God as far as possible ;. 
so fikewiM, it is impossible adequately to 
dsaeribe 

^ -^ ^ tko^ dctigkts, tile heayenly joy«. 
The glories of that place> 
Where J«bqs dUBds the hcighl^t boams 
Of his overflowing grace. '* 



For, ^ ^ in hi& favour is life^ in his light 
we shall see light, in his presence there is 
fullness of joy, and at his right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore/' But, ^* mortal 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, the things 
which God hath provided for them that 
love him/' Matiy *^ glorious things '' are 
spoken in the Word, for the satisfaction and 
encouragement of our capacious souls<^ of 
*^ that city of God," to which we are invited, 
to take up our everlasting residence. But 
all these glorious things we are also told, 
in the passage just quoted, fiaU short of 
the great reality. Nevertheless, it is ra« 
tional, useful, and good, to describe facts, 
truths, and subjects, which cannot fully 
be described, yet as far as^ possible, in 
accommodation to our own present state. 
It is proper at aU times, to reason with us 
from what we know; to bring every subject 
* ^ home to our very business and bosoms ;' ' 
and if description fails to paint, still it is 
useful to tell us, that such is the real case, 
with all our descriptions of eternal subjects^ 
And though such is the real case in rehgi-* 
. CHI, gospel tn];ths, and heavenly things ; 
yet death is but the cmUmuation and jper* 
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petuation of the essential, ruling love, and 
life of man. It opens the disembodied 
spirit to a state of final arrangement and 
distribution, where rewards and punish- 
ments are most fully, minutely, and 
judiciously apportioned to each individual. 
To live with God, to live according to 
divine order, to be holy, innocent, pure, 
and wise, free from doubts, feai^s, and 
uncertainties ; this we know i« a desu*able 
state here below, and to all eternity here- 
after. We know also, or may know it„ 
that it is the only proper, reasonable, just, 
and useftil state of man. This is acknow- 
ledged by christians of every name ; yea, * 
by infidels, also in a theoretical manner. 
Now death produces a more glorious 
expansion, a more complete extension to all 
the faculties of the soul. And if divine 
love and wisdom participated, imitated^ 
and enjoyed, be so excellent and pleasant 
here, how much more so must it be, when 
the soul shall be confirmed therein, and 
entirely and eternally exempt from tempt- 
ations, sorrows, and encumbrances in the 
heavens ! But at present, we want aU the 
information, encouragement^ and stimula^. 





tion on this subject, in every possible point 
of view, and by every means whatsoever, 
to induce and constrain us, ^^ to lay hold 
on eternal life, through the name of Jesus 
Christ ; while that name is given us, as the 
apostle says, under heaven^ whereby we 
may be saved/' For by nature and practice^ 
we are extremely and continually liable to 
spend our strength and labour in vain, to 
regard this world before heaven, and the 
body before the soul. Even in religion, 
** we niust walk by faith, not by sight/* Our 
powershere, are limited and circumscribed; 
^* the wayofGodis in the whirlwind, and in 
the deep waters," which cannot be seen ; 
we wonder frequently, that ^ ^ his thoughti^ 
are not like ours;'' whereas, the greatest 
wonder is, that our thoughts are not more 
like his. Notwithstanding the blessed and 
ample discoveries which our Lord hath 
made of himself, and of ourselves, to us ; 
yet we are left to the exercise of our 
liberty and reason, to embrace, or reject, 
the heavens he hath prepared, or is pre- 
paring for us. But if we make a good use 
of what we know ; if in addition to the 
concentrated arguments of reason and 
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experience, we call in the aid of the ever** 
lasting gospel^ which inde^ is the higheat 
And best ^^ standard for the people ;^^ then 
it will not be long, before a foil, satisfoctory,. 
eonsdatent^ incontestible, and everlasting 
evidence will succeed, and crown onr 
labours of faith and love here below. 
^^ When that which is perfect, is come, then 
that which is in part, shall be done away/' 
An everlasting morning, if God and his 
word be true, and our souls have any de* 
sires that they . ought naturally, and 
sfHrituaUy to have ; an evaiasttc^ morn- 
ing, I say, wiU succeed, and swallow up 
our present vicissitudes Of day and nigfa&i 
^ ^ And though sin hath reigned unto deatii^ 
grace wiU reign tkraugh HghteousnesSy unto 
eternal Itfe by Jesus Christ our LordJ^ 
Death is the greatest and most formidable 
enemy, at present, to our ecmvictioiis,: 
hopes, desires, and prospects : yet he ht 
the greatest ddiiv^^ and t)etie&d:or. For 
we are gradoosly assured, tint if we are 
CquBd '^faithful unto death*' w Christ's 
service, we shall then hve, to die no more. 
The dawn of our eidst^soe InUihcs be 
converted into, a M^, hn/^t, tdear, aad 
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everlasting day. Death is the last enemy 
to be destroyed ; and every enemy when 
destroyed, shall have no more dominion 
over us ; ' ^ this corruptible shall put oii in- 
eomiption, and this mortal shall put on 
immortality/' Then shall be brought to 

* 

pass the saying that is written, ^ ' death is 
swallowed up in victory ! ' ' ^ ^ Therefore ^ ' * 
adds the apostle, ^^be steadfast and m-» 
maveabley always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that your labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord/' For, 

Prospect, hope, expectation, and pro- 
mise, are the springs of action ; and God 
will never disappoint the soul that ^ ^ follows 
hardafterhim, and that feels after him to find 
him." Death seems like the termination; 
end, or extinction of our life ; but he who 
cannot lie, the reason he hath given us^ 
and the inmost desires of our souls, have 
taught us to look beyond the grave. Love 
is stronger than death. Immortahty alone 
can satisfy the soul. We have not, indeed, 
long existed ; but as we me finite^ and never 
wished to live at aH before we came into 
existence, we think nothing of such a pri- 
meval loss, vacation, and disparity of being; 

B 
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but when once we have begun to live^ when 
once the candle, the fire of the Lord, hath 
begun to burn in the soul of man, who is 
formed tobe the highest image, and the eter- 
nal companion of himself, to shew forth his 
power and glory ; then death can only be a 
little, temporary, insignificant interruption, 
like a dreanty which is shortly and imper- 
ceptibly over. Then, no more separations ; 
no more eclipses ; no more apparent limits ; 
no more cold, damp, subterraneous exclu- 
sions, from the land of the living : But 
power, harmony, peace, liberty, delight^ 
usefulness, activity, and exaltation of soul, 
and that for ever and ever ! All that God 
can give; our souls receive, and that can 
endear us to one another^ like intimate and 
beloved friends, is contained in these few 
words, -» - ^ ^ neither can they die any niore. ^' 
This is the very thing we want, viz. to live 
for ever, to live in perfect bliss, to live in so- 
ciety, to be most usefuUy employed, to drink 
at the inexhaustible fountain, to eat angeFs 
food and to be ennobled like kings and priests 
and mighty conquerors in the presence of 
our God ! This is, indeed, the end oiovoc 
present existence. The day of oiu* death 
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ift ^ ^ the great day, for which all oui* other 
days were made/' The sabbath of rest, is 
the end of the six days labour; the prize 
of our high caUing, is the end of our race ; 
and ^ ^ precious y inestimably precious in the 
s^ht of the Lord, is the death of his saints.'' 
By nativity, we enter upon a state of 
trouble, imperfection, and vexation ; but 
by death, we leave all this eternally be- 
hind. If that single, and only transition, 
which must once be trodden by all, be 
prepared for, and passed through properly, 
then, ^^ Christ is ours, life is ours, heaven is 
ours, eternity is ours,'' and all possible 
glory, happiness, and peace. 

Our life shall then come forth into £t 
more open manifestation, and shall be plur- 
sued with perpetual vigour and delight ; 
For, we estimate every thing, not merely 
by its quality and quantity, but by its dura- 
bility, and by the certainty and security 
of our possession thereof. 

But what is this blessedness, if there is a 
thought, or a possibility of any end to it ? 
The same desires, appetites, and inclina- 
tions which we have to day, wiU recur 
again; and, if ** the fire before the altar of 
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the Lord is never to go out/' it must be 
perpetually recruited. In fact, God hath 
made man, ^ * to rest in his love, and rejoice 
over him, with joy and singing;'' a^d man 
can never be truly happy, but in the com- 
plete, reciprocal, and eternal enjoyment of 
God. And the reasons why any immortal 
beings make an opposite choice, are not 
so necessary for us to trouble ourselves 
about, as the promises in the sacred scrip- 
tures are for us to understand, labour after, 
and attain. But such is our finite concep- 
tion, especially while we are in timey that 
we cannot form an idea of eternity. Yet 
we can better conceive of an eternity to 
eomCy than of an eternity past or which 
had no beginning; because we had a be- 
ginning, but shall never have an end ; and 
we all desire an eternity to come. Now it 
is said, ^^ the word of our God shall stand 
for ever.'* The righteous are said ^^ to go 
away into hfe eternal, and to be had in 
everlasting remembrance/' All the plans 
and promises, operations and provisions 
of the Lord, are for eternity. There is an 
eternal variety, succession, and multiph*- 
city in all things ; and this life k the road 
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that kads to our eternal home. The life 
of the wicked is a negative, vain, superfi- 
cial, insensible, natural, degraded state of 
being; but the life of therighteousblossoms, 
blooms, and flourishes more and more, to 
all eternity. It is an absolute, positive, 
substantial, spiritual, divine, and exalted 
state. But it cannot be attained except only, 
by dying to sin, to self-love, and to the 
love of this world ; and by being bom again 
from the Lord, which is man's first resur- 
rection, and prepares for hia resurrection 
unto Hfe eternal. Which leads me to the 
practical use of this subject. And, 

In the first place, let us admire and 
adcire the infinite mercy, love and wisdom 
of our only God, in treating, regenerating, 
and raising us up, to die no more for ever. 
And seeing the word of God hath held out 
such a promise, and such a prospect, 
sanctioned and confirmed by every rational 
perception, and experimental desire of our 
souls ; it only remains, that we pass through 
the preparatory course of divine order. For 
no one can love, or live an heavenly life 
hereafker, who hath not been accustomed 
to fluch a life here. No man, spirit, or 
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aiigel can be any where else, than where 
his ruling love is ; as it is written, ^' where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also/' And though this love rasiyhe changed 
in this world, it cannot possibly be so in 
the next. Therefore, now is the time " to 
make our calling and election sure \' and 
in order to this we must ^^ die to sin^ 
and live to Christ J ^ His laws are the laws 
pf life, glory, happiness, wisdom, love^ 
Itnd peace. Whatever contradicts them 
must be laid aside ; for two opposites tend 
only to destroy one another. We must 
^ ^ crucify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts;*' we must ^^put off the old man with 
his deeds, and put on the new man, which 
after God, is created in righteousness 
and true hohness.'' ^' The sting of death i&i 
sin.^^ And the only cure foy the ills of huqia- 
nity, the only refuge, hope, consolation^ 
and prospect of the soul for ever, is a confor- 
mity to Jesus, and a participation of his 
life. The religion of the gospel which he 
hath given us, ^^ sets our feet upon a rock^^ 
and estabhshes our goings.'' All we want, 
wish for, or can conceive of, both naturalj,^ 
spiritual, and eternal, are the sure ijiheri- 



17 

tanee of those who are sanctified thereby- 
But we must be restored to the image and 
likeness of our God, in order to dwell 
for ever with him. The present season 
is wisely and mercifully given us, for 
such a purpose, and death only fixes us, 
where we wish eternally to be. But there 
is a wise, as well as a mistaken choice ; 
heaven and hell are not imaginary distinc- 
tions, so that it is of no consequence 
which we choose, or that happiness may 
be found in either the one, or the other. 
^ ' Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 
For, whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. He that soweth to the fiesh, 
shall of the fiesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting.^^ *^ The Lord 
hath set before us life and death :^' But 
'^ choose life,'' says he, *^ that both thou 
and thy seed may live.'' And the way to 
this is thus described in the 37th Psalm, 
^ ' Depart from evil, and do good, and dwell 
for evermore." Forasmuch, as a living 
evangelical faith is involved therein, and 
connected therewith, therefore, says Jesus, 
^ ' He that believeth in me, though he were 
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dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me, shall never die/' 
And this is the faith that is grounded in 
love divine, and triumphs over sin, death, 
and hell. 

Let us then be looking unto Jesusy re- 
nouncing all our evils for his sake, and doing 
his will on earth, for a short time here, 
that we may be able to do it in heaven for 
ever. Thus shall his divine spirit sanctify, 
invigorate, and bless our souls. We shall 
^^ pass from death unto life,'' even here ; 
and it will not be much, longer before 
redemption wiU be turned into sancti^ 
fieation, sanctifieation into justification, 
regeneration into glorification, kdd earth 
exchanged for heaven. Then shall we find 
ourselves on the other side of the bridge, 
where no more death, nor crying, nor any 
more pain shall affect us ; but life, glory, 
inunortality, and perfect, bHss, bless our 
redeemed souls fdr ever. 
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JOHN XVI. 14, 15. 

I 

He shall glorify me ; for he shall receive 
of mine f and shall shew it unto you. 
All things that the Father hath are 
mine ; therefore, said /, that he shall 
take of mine, and shew it unto you* 

1 HESE words are part of our Saviour s de- 
scription of the Holy Spirit, or of that sacred 
Comforter which would proceed from the 
Father and the Son more fully, after our Savi- 
our's ascension ; so that no loss should be 
sustained by the world by Christ's departure 
but of it, — but rather gain. Hence, in this 
very chapter of the text (verse 7) he says 
** It is expedient for you that I go away ; for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you.'* An explanation of the cha- 
racter and office of the sacred Comforter then 
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follows, in ord^r to account fpr the reason 
why the Lord's absence should be necessarily 
conducive to the presence of his Holy Spirit ; 
but though that explanation of our Lord takes 
up several verses, yet 1 humbly conceive our 
text to contain a very principal summary, 
in a general way^ of the nature, character, 
^nd office of the Holy Spirit ; for, says our 
Saviour in the text, of the Holy Spirit, " He 
?hall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, 
^nd sh^U shew it unto you. All things that 
the Father hath are mine ; therefore, said I, 
he shall take of mine, and shew it unto 

you. 

First then, it is here said, '* That the Holy 
Spirit shall glorify Christ." This is an abso- 
lute proposition. There is something here 
of an active nature : also, it is to be observed 
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once for ^11, That the office of the Holy Spirit 
both descends and ascends , to theglori^a' 
Hon of Christy Hence we read, That the 
Spirit of God overshadowed the blessed Vir- 
gin Mary at our Saviour*s nativity ; and that 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given till after; 
pur Saviour's glorification of his own huma-^ 
;iity ; or God the Father s glorification of that 
humanity, which, in Scripture - meaning, is 



the. same; and,lience also the^ Spirit of God, 
in the Old Testament dialect, is called The 
Mbly Spirit in the New ; for there are not 
two Holy. Spirits ; but one Holy Spirit. And 
our Saviour's Incarnation, in consequence of 
Ms having the Holy Spirit without nieasure, 
caused an additional fulness, or out-pouring 
-of that Spirit upon na. All. that A^ did 
tended to glorify Atm; and Christianity^, 
after his ascension, glorifies him again, by 
' additional manifestations of the Spirit, in the 
'conviction, conver&ion, and salvation of man- 
kind ; for whatever tends to. our good, tends 
to our Lord's glory ; and *^ it is the Spirit of 
God which worketh.in us whatsoever is well- 
"pleasing in his sight ;" for. 

Secondly, says our Lord in the text, •' He 
. shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you :" — and this is the great reason why the 
Holy Spirit uniformly glorifies the great Re- 
deemer, viz. in the ex.cellency of our most 
holy religion, and in the infallibility of our 
present sanctification on earth^^ and our eter- 
nal justification before God in Heaven. *' He 
shall take of mine," says Christ, '' and shew 
. it unto you." Here is no robbery, no detrac- 
tion, no submissiveness, nor deputation of 
one God in connection with another God ;— 
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.'^ for Christ/' says the apostle^ " thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God ;'* because he 
was God, and because God is one. So like- 
wise the Holy Spirit is not an inferior or sup- 
plemental Ueity ; for> as our Liturgy expi^esses 
it, " the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghost is God ; yet not three Gods, 
but one God/* The Holy Spirit is our Di^ 
vine Sanctifier ; he is a Dispenser of the bless- 
ings of a Divine Redeemer and of a Divine 
Creator. " All the fulness of the Godhead," 
says St. Paul," dwells in Jesus Christ bodily." 
fiis perfections of Deity flowing forth and 
down to us> is what is meant when it is said 
*^ Of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace." The dispensation and ap- 
plication of this fulness and grace of Christ 
constitute the office of the Holy Spirit ; — and 
*' without the Spirit of Christ," says the 
apostle, '* we are none of his." Again, " Be- 
cause ye are sons, God bath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into jrour hearts, whereby ye 
cry Abba, Father." *' Neither can we think, 
speak, or act any thing that is good or true 
saith the Scriptures, " but by the Holy Spirit ; 
for every ray of divine light upon the soul, 
— every confirming testimony to the truth 
of our religion and of our vital reception 






thereof^ — every humble refleetlpn^ -^ every 
favourable prospect : in sbort^ 1^!^^ useful, 
pious, benevolent^ bplyj spiritual^ eternal sen** 
timent in us, is^ all frofu the Drvilsye Spirit ; an^ 
althoi^h this Spiidt lig))tsf upon u;^ in an in^- 
temal and secret waj^ it is nevertheless a most 
certain and blessed dispensation. It is a 
wi^gtery indeed virhich mere human reason 
cannot explain ; but virhich Divine Reason or 
Faith may believe, and Humility may adore. 
It is notji however, at all unrecuonabk ; for> 
on the contrary, our highest wisdom con- 
sists in the, belief and enjoyment of this 
glorious and almighty fact ; and this is the 
fact on which depend Creation, Providence, 
Cbristianityr and Redemption. '* He that 
is spiritually weak, has the Spirit of God to 
make him strong ; and he that is spiritually 
strong, has, that incontrovertible proof of the 
Spirit's influence upon him." r;- But to be 
more particular : — 

What are the fruite of the Spirit, that we 
may know whether they come from the eter- 
nal Father and the Son united, or not ? For 
owr Lord himeelf tells us, *' We are to know 
things by their fruits/* " Now,, the fruits of 
the Spirit ar^e meekness, love, peace, gentler 
Xif»h lo^g-suj^ing, forbearance^ for^veness. 
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KuhiHity,''^ and all" other graces. Virtues, and 
deartneriJis, wliich aife emulated by the *c*^> 
an* adihired eVen by ike worM of* men; 
W&eie these fruits arc, there Christianity 
dwells,' aKre arid' in g<>od health, perfect 
Woom/and native splendor ; but whoresoever 
the doctrines of Ghristianily merely dwcJl^ 
themiehes, there the man is-dead, while he 
isdems to live ; for the Spirit of Grod, the Word 
of God, and the Gospel qf- Jesus Christ, are 
in perfect and eternal unison ; and so they 
must be found in the mind and life of man, 
if Christ be iii him of a truth. ' 

But, thirdly. Here comes another reasoni 
on the back of the foregoing one. in our 
text, to vindicate and est^tblish- ontftrst pro* 
position. " He shall glorify me," says Christ ; 
because " he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you j" and this again, because 
"all that the Father hath are mine;" for it 
follows, lastly, *^ Therefore, said 1, that he 
shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you." For, let us rtever forget, my brethren, 
that there is one God, and ho more ; in whom 
there is a divine Trinity of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit : that the Father and the Son 
are one ; and from the Father and the Son 
jproceedeth the Holy Ghost ; " who, with the 
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Father: aftd the Son ti^eth*er> is worshipped 
and glorififSd, Who spkke by the prophets f- 
and it was' this same. Divine [Spirit whic^ 
overshadowed the blessed Virgin Mary, and 
glorifies Jesus Christy the^ only-begotten ^ Son, 
who sends this same Spirit into the hearts of 
'.those who are' the spiritually adopted sons of 
Ood, being thus brought to life absolutely 
again, after having b«en dead and buried in 
trespasses and sins, beneath the ruins of the 
'il^alL . . . 

The; Spirit of Tyuth^ or the sacred Com- 
forter, therefore, is the life of J^es^^ ^mde 
ififmi^^t in the Christian. It is the Dimne 
JPow^r from ,(m Atg^A,: which was promised 
and given to the first apostles. *^ There is," 
says one of them, *' a manifestation of the 
Spirit given to every man to profit withal." 
JLt i3 the spiritual Providence on which the 
believer continually depends : it is the same 
Divine Breath that first breathed into our 
^nostrils the breath of life, and afterwards 
breathes into our 90uls new spiritual life, 
which is holiness here, and Heaven hereafter. 
See Genesis, chap. i. ; and John xx. 

This Holy Spirit may also be defined to be 
the Spiritual and Eternal Omnipresence of 
Jesus Christ, in his glorified (not his cruci- 
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fied) state. Christy the Son, was God mani* 
fast* in the flesh ; -^ the Hoi j Ghost is God 
manifest in the Spirit. It is no less nor other 
than the power of (JhriH^s resurrection ; 
and (to use again the excellent language of 
our Liturgy) " the continual dew of his bless- 
ing/* after his ascension into the Heaven of 
heavens^ dropping down upon the childreh 
of men^ as Elijah's mantle dropped upofi 
Elisha ; ^' for he that descended is the tSame 
that ascended, that he might fill all things.** 
Hence, says our blessed Lord, *^ I will not 
leave you comfortless : I will come to you* 
Where two or three are met together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them ; and, 
lo ! I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world." Blessed be our God for ever and 
ever, that even the chief of sinners^ as they 
are comprised in the annals of rfdemptionf 
so they are not excluded from the possibi*- 
lity of sancti^eation ; for ^* we must be re^ 
deemed {torn all iniquity, and then pnri^ed, 
to be a peculiar peopltf, xealou» of good 
works.*' 

Once more : <* All^ things that the Father 
hath are mine,'* saj^s Christ- ''Therefore, 
said I, he shall take of mine, and shall she^ 
it unto you.** "Now/' says the apostle, 
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^^ Christ is made unto us wisdom^ ri^eous« 
ness, sanctification, and redemption;" fot 
God out of Christ is a consuming fire ; but 
*^ God was in Christ reconciling the world 
Dnto himself/' O how great then is this mys- 
tery of godliness ! *' God was manifest in the 
flesh :" — and how great is this mystwy that 
follows, as. a consequence of the other! 
For behold, he is manifest in the flesh now, 
in eyery true believer, by the spirit which 
he hath given him ; *' for in God we live, 
move, and have our being ;" and *^ we are 
members of Christ's body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones :'* he is, therefore, our Example, 
Head, Guide, Governor, Brother, God, and 
Friend ! According to his Divine Rules we 
must live, in order to be his people. His laws 
are unchangeable, like himself, viz. " the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." We 
must " be like him before we can see him as 
he is.** Adouble portion of our divine Elijah's 
Spirit must rest upon our souls, viz. one por- 
tion to cleanse us from all sin ; and another 
to establish us in all good ; — ^ therefore, the 
Holy Spirit is not sent to us by God the Fa- 
ther, through Jesus Christ, as the Arians and 
Socinians vainly talk ; but Jesus Christ our 
Xord sends to us the Holy Spirits from God 
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the Falher; which makes a very important 
difierence^ — and all the -difference between 
delegated inspiration and essential Godheads 
See John xv. and other Scriptures* 
' Socinians and Arians are continually doing 
all they can to lower the scriptural character 
of Christ: they will not allow so much as 
Scripture says ; but reduce it by evasion to 
as little as possible. Therefore, they have 
not the Spirit of Christ, which always takes 
of his, and shews it xmto his' people, that 
they may glorify, make much of, or praise, 
adore, and bless his great and holy name 
here and to all eternity I — and if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none off 
Jiis ; and if we are not Christ's peopile, woe 
be to us for ever ! Nevertheless, to profess 
intellectually and verbally the. grand and 
eternal doctrine of Christ's Divinity, will 
stand us in no stead at all, unless our uniform 
and determined conduct, end, and aim, prac- 
tically and vitally obey each and every one 
of his Divine Commandments, from the ra- 
dical and essential principles of Charity and 
Faith, pamarily and continually derived from 
Him alone. Thea, aiid only in that case, we 
have his Spirit : his words are life eternal to 
our souls. We dwell in Christ, and Christ 
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in US ; . we are dead to sin and alive to God ; 
we ai'e in Heaven while upon earth ; we love 
the Lord above all things else ; we give up 
all for Christ, and reckon it nothinjg ; and 
we are completely, though gradually^ formed 
after his most glorious imagie and likeness. 

And how to conclude. Let it be, my bre- 
thren, our continual care, our greatest wis- 
dom, our highest concern, to examine our- 
selves well, whether Christ is our Redeemer, 
and his Spirit our Conductor. Do we know 
the truth ? ' Do we really believe our Bibles ? 
Has the truth of it made us free, viz. froni 
pride, hypocrisy, rebellion, envy, malice, evil- 
speaking, lying, swearing, drunkenness, lust, 
and especially from that sin which most easily 
besets us ? Do we know Christ to be our 
Saviour in particular, adore his redeeming 
love, and glorify God for it more and more, 

■ 

by the general course of our life and conver- 
sation? Do we use the means of grace a* 
the means of grace ? Do we renounce self- 
righteousness, and lay hold on' that righteous- 
ness which will save us ? Do we do all the 
good we can, and, like the blessed Psalmist, 
*^ trust in the mercy^ of God for eVer and 
ever ?'* Is it our jnain concern every day of 
our lives to follow earthly things with an 
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hcarcnly mind, seeking after the enjoyment 
and ble^ing of God in everything \ Then, 
and then oply, will the Spirit of God descend 
on us, and remain with us, for ever ! .We 
shall all, with open face, behpld, as i& a glass, 
the glory of the Lord, till we are changed 
into th? sa;me image, from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord ! pteth 
will make no interruption, but a gainful dif- 
ference ; for we shall be carried up by the 
same Spirit, above the darkest and thickest 
clouds of sorrow, misery, sin, and pain, 
" where Jesus, our Forerunner, waits,^ to 
welcome all such blessed travellers home." 

Now to the holy and ever-blessed Trinity 
in Unity, JFather, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 
Triune Jehovah, the God of Israel, the Chris- 
tian's God, the only wise God, our Saviour, 
whose omnipotence, omniscience, and omni^ 
presence are infinite, co-equal, and co-etemaU 
whose divinitY is human, and w^hose huma- 
nity is divine, be ascribed, as is most justly 
due, by angels above and men below, all 
honour, glory, pight, majesty, praise, and 
• dominion, from everlasting to everlasting, 
world without end ! Amen. 

THS Kiai. 
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